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At Brazil’s Independence Day celeb r a-
tion on September , , Ambas-

sador Mauricio Eduardo Cortes Costa,
Consul General of Brazil in Boston,
b e s t owed upon Boston’s Mayor Th o m a s
Menino the “Medal Order of the South-
e rn Cross, Rank of C o m m a n d e r.” Th e
medal was created by Brazil’s first emperor,
Dom Pe d ro I, in    , as he wrote, to “ a c -
knowledge the relevant services rendered to
the empire by my most loyal subjects, civ i l
s e rvants, and fo reign dignitaries, and as a
token of my highest esteem.”

In his address at the ceremony at Boston
City Hall, the Ambassador spoke of t h e
ties between Brazil and the U. S., part i c u-
l a rly between Boston and Brazil: “ B o s t o n
has been the cultural ‘ a x i s ’o f this country,
and Brazil’s first contacts with the U. S.
s t a rted here. Emperor Dom Pe d ro II wa s
one of the pioneers in this endeavo r.”

The Emperor and the P oet: Longfellow House’s Brazilian Connection
Ambassador Costa went on to cite Dom
Pedro II‘s long correspondence with
H e n ry Wa d swo rth Longfe l l ow
and his visit to the poe t ’s
house in .

This story has re c e n t ly
been pieced toge t h e r
t h rough a collaboration
between members of the
National Park Serv i c e
and the Brazilian Con-
sulate. In August Mar-
cilio Farias, Cultural
A ffairs Advisor at the
Brazilian Consulate in
Boston, called Site Manage r
Jim Shea to verify for the
A m b a s s a d o r ’s upcoming speech
honoring Mayor Menino info rmation he
had uncovered on Emperor Dom Pedro II’s
visit to Henry W. Longfellow at his house.

Using Longfe l l ow ’s published letters
and the House arch ives, Jim Shea

c o n fi rmed that on June , 

Dom Pe d ro II dined with
H e n ry W. Longfe l l ow and

friends at what was then
k n own as Craigie House.
In his journal Longfe l-
low wrote: “Dom Pedro
II, Emperor of B r a z i l ,
dined with us. Th e
other guests we re Ralph
Waldo Emerson, Olive r

Wendell Holmes, Louis
Agassiz, and Thomas Gold

Appleton. Dom Pe d ro is the
m o d e rn Haroun Al Rasch i d ,

and is wandering about the gre a t
wo rld we live in, as simple trave l e r, and

not as King. He is a heart y, genial, nobl e
(continued on page )

First New Collection of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s Works in 25 Years

The most compre h e n s ive volume of
H e n ry W. Longfe l l ow ’s works ava i l a bl e

in the past twe n t y - five years was publ i s h e d
in September by the Library of A m e r i c a .
Announced in the Boston Globe and gre e t e d
with live ly discussions on Na-
tional Public Radio, the publ i-
cation of the   - p a ge anno-
tated collection, L o n g fe l l o w, Po e m s
and Other Wr i t i n g s, was also cele-
brated with a gala book party on
the Longfe l l ow House lawn on
S u n d ay Sep t e m b e r  t h .

Edited by distinguished poe t
and critic J. D. McClatchy, the
new volume “ o ffers a full-scale
l i t e r a ry portrait of our country ’s
greatest popular poet, reve a l i n g
the range and genial vigor of a
b o dy of work ripe for re d i s c ov-
e ry,” the publisher states. Th i s

collection demonstrates Longfe l l ow ’s com-
mand of v i rt u a l ly eve ry ge n re of his day :
n ovel, short story, essay, travel ske t ch, ve r s e
p l ay, translation, epic, sonnet, and ballad
among them.

From the vast output of one of the nine-
t e e n t h - c e n t u ry ’s most pro l i fic writers,
M c C l a t chy, Chancellor of the Academy of
American Poets and a member of the Amer-
ican Academy of A rts and Letters, chose fo r

this volume fifteen translations
o f p oems (a ge n re rare ly in-
cluded in Longfe l l ow collec-
tions) and    p oems publ i s h e d
by Longfe l l ow during his life-
time. He also presents selections
f rom the long poem “ C h r i s t u s :
A Mystery ” and from the ve r s e
drama “ M i chael Ange l o,” still in
manuscript at the time of
L o n g fe l l ow ’s death in     , a s
well  as Longfe l l ow ’s nove l
“ K avanagh, A Ta l e ,”a study of
small town life and literary
ambition praised by Emerson as

(continued on page )Robert Pinsky, Sue Miller, and David Ferry at the Longfellow book party

Dom Pedro II, 
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an important contribution to the deve l o p-
ment of American fi c t i o n .

The six-page table of contents inv i t e s
the reader to enjoy the pleasures of t h e
fa m i l i a r—“A Psalm of L i fe ,” “ The Court -
ship of Miles Standish,” and E v a n ge l i n e
—and the less well know n—e l egant trans-
lations, passionate anti-slave ry poems, and
works of l i t e r a ry criticism. The book ends
with a section of i n fo rm a t ive notes on
Longfellow’s life and work.

To celebrate the publication of this new
collection, hundreds of listeners enjoyed a
series of readings by latter- d ay Cantabri-
gians as familiar as the Longfe l l ow poe m s
they brought to life on a golden Cambridge
a f t e rnoon. The Reve rend Peter Gomes, after
commenting on the Longfe l l ow fa m i ly con-
nection with Harva rd ’s Apppleton Chapel,
read the much - l oved “ The Vi l l a ge Black-
s m i t h .” Pulitzer Prize-winning biogr a p h e r
Justin Kaplan read the harrowing account of
“ The Wre ck of the Hesperu s ,” and poet and
translator David Fe rry presented two medi-
t a t ive pieces, “In the Churchya rd at Cam-
b r i d ge ” and “ The Fire of D r i f t - Wo o d .”

In hearing each poem discussed briefly
and then read aloud, the audience wa s
cl e a rly captivated by the depth, passion, and
i m m e d i a cy of these works long dismissed
as ch a rming but sentimental rhymes fro m
an era of sensibilities quite diffe rent fro m
our own. This was part i c u l a rly the case with
n ovelist Sue Miller’s reading of “ The Day
is Done,” fo l l owed by Longfe l l ow ’s stark,
h e a rt - b ro ken poem on his wife Fa n ny ’s
tragic early death, “ The Cross of S n ow.”

Longfellow’s wide-ranging literary inter-
ests as translator, critic, and anthologist
we re evo ked by fo rmer Poet Laure a t e
Robert Pinsky reading from his own recent
translation of Dante’s Divine Comedy, a work
that Longfellow translated in the s.

Ro b e rt Re i ch recalled his elementary
s chool recitation of “ Paul Reve re ’s Ride”
and the teacher who urged him to decl a i m
“with energy, Bobby, with energy ! ”The suc-

cess of that lesson was clear in his reading so
compelling that at its conclusion shouts of
“ B r avo ! ” burst from the audience. On behalf
o f the Friends of the Longfe l l ow House,
M a r i lyn Rich a rdson closed the pro gr a m
with one of a series of a n t i - s l ave ry poe m s ,
“ The Wi t n e s s e s ,” and, at J. D. McClatchy ’s
request, read the cherished evocation of l i fe
in the House, “ The Childre n’s Hour.”

M c C l a t chy, in introducing the after-
noon’s program, described the phenomenal
reach of Longfellow’s influence. “Monarch
and manservant, curate and carp e n t e r, the
whole wo rld read Longfe l l ow. He outsold
B rowning and Te n nyson. In the Wh i t e
House, Lincoln asked to have Longfellow’s
p oems recited to him, and wep t .” An out-
standing scholar as well as a pro d i g i o u s
a u t h o r, Longfe l l ow traveled widely, mas-
t e red eleven languages, and as a pro fe s s o r
o f M o d e rn Languages at Harva rd Unive r-
sity introduced Dante, Molière, and
G oethe into the curriculum. Cert a i n ly he
left us phrases that have taken on lives of
their own: “the patter of little fe e t ,” “ s h i p s
that pass in the night,” and “into each life
some rain must fa l l ,” and, of course, there
is the once-learned, neve r- fo rgotten cadence
o f The Song of H i aw at h a .

With his reputation eclipsed but neve r
re a l ly extinguished, McClatchy told the
audience, Longfe l l ow was dismissed as
m awkish by his gr a n d n ephew Ezra Po u n d ,
but championed by the likes of Ro b e rt
Frost. As the editor of the new Longfellow
collection concluded in his introduction at
the House book party and later publ i s h e d
in the New York Times Book Review:

Re reading his best lyrics, one is stru ck by
the twilit, ghostly melanch o ly of his lost
paradises… And the grand narrative poems
o f his “ Tales of a Wayside Inn” s e q u e n c e
have a dramatic thrust and vivid portraiture
that can evoke one’s first, enthralled experi-
ences with stories, the high adve n t u ro u s
romance of those books that helped shape
our desires and still abide in our memories.

New Collection of Longfellow’s Works (continued from page )

Henry Longfellow’s letter to his brother Samuel Longfellow, January , :

…I am publishing a book, a collection of t ra n s l ations from various European language s, to the
number of  , the tra n s l ations by various hands-and a few of my own. Have you tra n s l ated any-
thing yet? Don’t neglect the opportunity of l e a rning the language thoro u g h l y. You ought to speak it
muito bem (very well) by this time. How much longer shall you stay in Fayal?
Note: In     , L o n g fe l l ow ’s anthology The Poets and Po e t ry of E u ro p e, with selections fro m
nearly four hundred poets, helped to introduce foreign literature into the United States.
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E m p e ror Dom Pe d ro I of Brazil was a
child when the Portuguese royal family fled
Napoleon in  and moved their entire
c o u rt to the colony of Brazil. When the
t h rone re t u rned to Po rt u gal in     , D o m
Pe d ro I remained in Brazil as regent with
his new wife, Leopoldina of Austria, a
member of the Hapsbu rg fa m i ly. He
presided over the bloodless transition to an
i n d ependent Brazil in     and nine ye a r s
later re t u rned to Europe, abdicating the
rege n cy to his five - ye a r-old son. In    

Dom Pe d ro II, now fifteen years old, wa s
d e cl a red of a ge and swo rn in as Constitu-
tional Emperor. His long and popular reign
was ended by a military coup in .

On We d n e s d ay November th, Jim
Shea, on behalf o f the National Pa r k
S e rvice and the Friends of the Longfe l-
l ow House, welcomed the Consul Gen-
eral of Brazil in Boston, Ambassador
Mauricio Eduardo Cortes Costa, along
with his wife Marcia Loure i ro, and Cul-
tural Affairs Advisor Marcilio Farias to
the Longfe l l ow House. A highlight of
their visit was a discussion of re c e n t ly
viewed documents in the House archives
c o n c e rning the friendship betwe e n
Longfellow and Dom Pedro II, Emperor
of Brazil. Following a tour of the House
under restoration, the Ambassador and
Marcilio Farias agreed to an interview.

L o n g fe l l o w House: Is Longfe l l ow ’s
name known in Brazilian schools these
days?

A m b a s s a d o r : Not as much as it should
be. He is known in the universities and
among literary people. This connection
with our second and last emperor should
be better known in Brazil. I was so glad to
come here today to talk about digging more
into the little known affinity that the his-
tory of Brazil has with this House. 

L H : In this century, in     , H a rry
Dana re c o rded a number of L o n g fe l l ow ’s
p oems in English for use in teaching Eng-
lish to children in Brazil. 

Amb.: And just recently, historical infor-
mation from the Longfe l l ow House was a
p a rt of the cere m o ny bestowing the Ord e r
o f the Southern Cross upon Mayo r
Menino of Boston.

L H : When Dom Pe d ro II visited the
United States in June of     , the one per-
son he most wanted to meet was Longfe l-
l ow. A dinner party was arr a n ged here in
the House with a group of people the
e m p e ror part i c u l a rly hoped to see during

his stay. Ralph Waldo Emerson was here
that eve n i n g, along with Oliver We n d e l l
Holmes, Thomas Gold Appleton (the
p oe t ’s bro t h e r- i n - l aw), and Louis Aga s s i z .
James Russell Lowell was invited but wa s
unable to join the group.

Why did Dom Pe d ro II part i c u l a rly
want to meet with Longfellow and the oth-
ers who were here at the House?

Amb.:To talk about poetry and to make
good use of the importance of L o n g fe l-
low’s influence in American society.

M a rcilio Fa r i a s : Re fe rring to that din-
ner in his diary, Longfellow described Dom
Pe d ro II as “the modern Haroun Al

Raschid (…) … a hearty, genial, noble per-
s o n a ge and ve ry liberal in his views.” D o m
Pe d ro II had, himself translated Longfe l-
l ow ’s “King Ro b e rt of S i c i ly ” into Po r-
tuguese. The poem rep resented to the old
monarch a journey into his own past, as the
Sicilian Count was one of his most distin-
guished ancestors.

[Note: Both poems, the poignant “ H a roun A l
Raschid, and the much longer “King Robert of Sicily”
a re in the new Libra ry of America collection of
Longfellow’s work.]

L H : Th e re seems to have been a politi-
cal element to the friendship between the
t wo men. The emperor was committed to
the abolition of s l ave ry in Brazil. Some
among their dinner companions had been
s t a u n ch abolitionists and we re still social
or political activists.

A m b. : By the time of Dom Pe d ro II’s
visit to the House, there was an anti-slav-
e ry movement in Brazil. But the person
who actually ended slave ry in Brazil wa s
Dom Pe d ro II’s daughter, the Princess

Isabella. Her father was away on a trip to
Po rt u gal, and she was the regent during
that period. Th e re was a fa m i ly spirit of
abolitionism. Th e re had been gr a d u a l i s m ,
but in , Isabella signed a decree ending
s l ave ry in Brazil. One year later Dom
Pe d ro II was fo rced into exile and lived out
his life in Euro p e .

L H : I t ’s striking that it was the daugh-
ter who signed the official decree. In this
c o u n t ry there was a strong connection
between proponents of women’s rights and
abolitionists.

Is there a Brazilian arch ive that wo u l d
h ave papers pertaining to the history of

Dom Pedro II’s visit to America?
M . F. : Th e re are only scattered re fe r-

ences. A single line in a book on Dom
Pedro II published last year in Brazil says
c ry p t i c a l ly “…and the Emperor met
Emerson and Longfe l l ow in his trave l s
to New Engl a n d .” It was that mention
that led us to your archives.

L H : We know that Dom Pe d ro II
i nvited Longfe l l ow to stay in Rio with
him for a month in , but Longfellow
was ve ry ill—otherwise he would have
gone to Brazil. 

H ow is Dom Pe d ro II thought of
today?

A m b. : He is considered to be a ve ry
enlightened ru l e r, ve ry open-minded.
His reign was a period of great indus-

trial advances. He was interested in such
things as photogr a p hy and in the latest
t e ch n o l o gy, such as the work of A l ex a n d e r
Graham Bell and Thomas Edison. He had
a telephone in the palace, although it could
not be connected to anything at that time.

LH: L o n g fe l l ow had an oil portrait of
Dom Pe d ro II that he says was hanging in
his study along with portraits of such close
friends as Emerson, Haw t h o rne, and Sum-
n e r. Supposedly, Dom Pe d ro II’s painting
was in that room. We hope to be able to
locate it among the items that are in stor-
age during the House rehabilitation.

Amb.:When the House is open again we
would like to have a pro gram to incre a s e
the interest of the Brazilian community in
L o n g fe l l ow and this House. The re c ove ry
of the portrait would be a wonderful occa-
sion for an event.

LH: We have an appointment here when
the painting is returned! Longfellow was so
embracing of world cultures and languages
that we want to re a ch out to the many cul-
tures in which he was interested.

Interview with a Friend…Meet the Brazilian Consul

Brazilian Ambassador Costa and his wife, Marcia Loure i ro
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person, very liberal in his views.”
Dom Pe d ro II had established contact

with Longfe l l ow years earlier through Rev-
e rend James Cooley Fletch e r, Secre t a ry of
L egation (an officer serving the ambas-
sador) in Brazil. In  the Brazilian em-
p e ror asked Fletcher to pro c u re Longfe l-
l ow ’s autograph, and thus began a long-
lasting corre s p o n d e n c e
b e t ween the poet and
the emperor.

F l e t ch e r—a Pre s by-
terian minister, mission-
a ry, and author of a
popular book entitled
B razil and the Bra z i l i a n s
p u blished in    —
s e rved as the interm e d i-
ary between the emperor
and Longfe l l ow fo r
m a ny years. On Feb ru-
a ry , , L o n g fe l l ow
w rote in his journal: “A
call today from Rev. Mr.
F l e t cher who has been
Secretary of Legation in
Brazil. He came to tell
me the pleasant things the Emperor of
Brazil had said about my writings, and he
had ch a rged him on his re t u rn home and
ex p ress his rega rd. So I look upon Mr.
F l e t cher as a private messenger from the
Europeans.”

L o n g fe l l ow and Dom Pe d ro II ex -
ch a n ged letters occasionally, and there is
a bundant evidence that the emperor was a
d evotee of the works of L o n g fe l l ow. Dom
Pe d ro II was fluent in English and re c e ive d

most of L o n g fe l l ow ’s works as they came
out. He translated all    lines of L o n g fe l-
l ow ’s poem “King Ro b e rt of S i c i ly ” i n t o
Po rtuguese and sent it to him. This poe m
had particular significance to Dom Pe d ro
II because the Sicilian count was among his
most prominent ancestors. As part of t h e
Tales of a Wayside Inn, the Sicilian’s tale extolls

the virtues of k i n gly
humility. Dom Pedro II’s
a u t o graphed translation
o f “King Ro b e rt of
S i c i l i y,” dated “Rio de
Ja n e i ro, Julho de     ,”
remains today as part of
the Longfe l l ow House
book collection.

The New Engl a n d
p oet was delighted to
re c e ive this translation,
and on November   ,

    ex p ressed his appre-
ciation to Dom Pe d ro
II:“I have had the honor
o f re c e iving your Ma-
j e s t y ’s beautiful ve r s i o n
o f ‘King Ro b e r t of

S i c i ly,’ and beg leave to offer my best
a ck n ow l e d gements and thanks for this
mark of consideration. The translation is
ve ry faithful and ve ry successful. The dou-
ble rhymes give a new grace to the narr a-
tive, and the old Legend sounds very musi-
cal in the soft accents of the Po rt u g u e s e .
Permit me to express my sense of the honor
done me, and to subscribe myself.”

One of Longfellow’s closest friends, the
naturalist Louis Agassiz, had also ga i n e d
the friendship of the Brazilian empero r.
Although the Amazon did not offi c i a l ly
open to commerce until    , Dom Pe d ro
II granted Aga s s i z ’s expedition perm i s s i o n
to travel on it and even furnished him with
guides and transportation in .

Dom Pe d ro II presented Longfe l l ow
with an oil portrait of h i m s e l f. Fletch e r
wrote Longfellow a letter to accompany the
gift on April ,  in wh i ch he said, “ I
t a ke the pleasure in sending you today the
likeness of your great admirer.”

This painting of Dom Pe d ro II was to
h ave been placed in Longfe l l ow ’s study,
a c c o rding to re c o rds of H a rry Dana, the
p oe t ’s grandson. It is unknown at this time
if the portrait is still extant in the Longfel-
low National Historic Site art collection.

L o n g fe l l ow ’s friendship with the Brazil-
ian monarch continued to the end of h i s

The Brazilian Connection (continued from page )

Re v. James Cooley Fletch e r, in his
Brazil and the Brazilians , :

He [Dom Pe d ro II] appro a ched the tabl e
wh e re we re the books presented…. He
opened the Homes of the American
Au t h o r s , and surprised me by his knowl-
edge of our literature. He made remarks on
I r v i n g, Cooper, and Prescott, showing an
i n t i m ate acquaintance with each. His eye
falling upon the name of L o n g fe l l o w, he
a s ked me, in gre at haste and eage rn e s s,
‘Monsieur Fletcher, avez-vous les poëmes de
M. Longfellow?…I have sought in ev e ry
b o o k s t o re of Rio de Ja n e i ro for Longfe l-
low…I admire him so much.'

Haroun Al Raschid
L o n g fe l l ow wrote a poem about

the most powerful and vigo rous of
the Abassid caliphs. Haroun Al
R a s chid and his court we re made
famous by their portrayal in the Ara-
bian Nights. The poet later compare d
his friend Dom Pe d ro II to this
enlightened ruler.

One day, Haroun Al Raschid read
A book wherein the poet said:—

“Where are the kings, and where the rest
Of those who once the world possessed?”

“ Th ey ’re gone with all their pomp and show,
They’re gone the way that thou shalt go.

“O thou that choosest for thy share
The world, and what the world calls fair,

“Take all that it can give or lend,
But know that death is at the end!”

Haroun Al Raschid bowed his head:
Tears fell upon the page he read.

Dom Pedro II

Samuel Longfe l l o w ’s letter to his mother,
Zilpah Longfe l l o w, f rom Faya l , the A zo re s ,
August , :

I have not yet got over the astonishment with
wh i ch I read in a New Bedfo rd newspaper
the other day of H e n ry ’s marr i a ge to Miss
Fa n ny Appleton. A l t o gether the most sudden
and unexpected thing that I have met with.
One of the last things that Miss Lowell told
me was, that Henry had assured her that his
h e a rt was entirely free and that he wo u l d
now meet Miss Appleton without any emo-
tion. I am ex t remely curious to know how
it all happened and not a little so to see the
l a dy, wh i ch I have never done. I do not fe e l
quite sure yet that it is not all a mistake.

l i fe. On June , , the poet entered in
his journal: “The Brazilian Consul-General
called, with a message of f r i e n d ly re m e m-
brance from the Emperor, Dom Pedro, who
i nvites me to be his guest at Rio for a
m o n t h .” U n fo rt u n a t e ly, Longfe l l ow wa s
not able to accept his offer because of h i s
failing health. He died two years later.
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Samuel Longfe l l ow ’s ske t ch b o o k
f rom his year in the Azores and his

a c c o m p a nying correspondence, pro-
vide a unique window into these Po r-
tuguese islands during the mid-nine-
teenth century. The ske t chbook and
letters, wh i ch are part of the Longfe l-
l ow House arch ives, contain approx i-
m a t e ly fifty drawings of re s i d e n t s ,
a rch i t e c t u re, homes, streets, and har-
bor and landscape scenes.

Sam Longfe l l ow, Henry Longfe l l ow ’s
yo u n gest bro t h e r, was only twe n t y - t h re e
when he traveled to the island of Fayal in
the Portuguese Azores. Hired as a tutor for
the four ch i l d ren of American Consul
C h a rles W. Dabney and his wife Fr a n c e s ,
Sam arr ived in Horta, Fayal, from Boston
in . He had been preparing for the min-
i s t ry at the Harva rd Divinity School, bu t
decided to embark on this adve n t u re
because of his poor health. He wrote in his
j o u rnal that his brother Henry “ s t ro n gly
advised”him to go, and he was attracted by
descriptions of a fine climate and employ-
ers “cultivated and hospitable.”

Sam lived, taught, and rambled in Faya l
and the nearby island of Pico for a little ove r
a ye a r. In Fayal he witnessed the daily bu s i-
ness of the con-
sulate with the
ships in port ,
p a rt i c u l a rly the
over    wh a l e r s
f rom New Bed-
fo rd, Massach u-
setts. Often he
w rote lengthy
letters to friends
and fa m i ly about
the bre a t h t a k i n g
s c e n e ry of t h e
i s l a n d ’s vo l c a n i c
c r a t e r, the Cal-
deira, and the ch a rming Valley of the Flem-
ings, his social life, the customs and re -
ligious celebrations of the Azorean people,
and his contact with other travelers in Faya l ,
i n cluding China-bound missionaries, the
British naval survey team, and the crew of
the U. S. S. C o n s t i t u t i o n on her aro u n d - t h e -
wo rld cruise under the command of M a d
Ja ck Pe rc iva l .

Sam Longfe l l ow kept a ske t chbook of
his surroundings. Lonely and without
friends his own age, Sam filled his days with
long solitary walks. He wrote home:
“ Th e re are many beautiful places near the

t own and I have alre a dy some favo r i t e
walks. I often take my ske t ch book with
me—that, with my cane, generally my only
c o m p a n i o n s—the young people
here not being fond of walking.”

S a m ’s ske t ches served both to
familiarize himself with his strange ,
almost tropical surroundings and to
s h ow his fa m i ly his new circ u m-
stances. He wrote to his father on
Ju ly , : “ The left corner win-
d ow in the little ske t ch wh i ch I sent
M a ry [his sister, Mary Longfe l l ow
G reenleaf] and wh i ch I suppose she
will transmit to you, will indicate
the situation thereof—one window
looks out upon the fl ower ga rden and the
hills beyond, and commands a view of t h e

b ay and Pico—
the other opens
upon two gre a t
o r a n ge ga rd e n s
and by stre t ch-
ing your head
out of it yo u
can see the Car-
melite conve n t
and a part of
the tow n—a l l
wh i ch makes as
pleasant a look-
out as one could
ask fo r—not to

s ay, the eyes to see.”
Sam occasionally added a

q u i ck ske t ch in his letters
home, but he clearly took pains
with the ske t ches he sent home
as gifts. He wrote on Nove m-
ber , , “I have ske t ch e d
m o re or less in my walks, bu t
h ave nothing finished enough
to send home.”The sketchbook
itself holds drawings in a wide
r a n ge of s t a ges of c o m p l e t i o n ,
some quite polished and
detailed, some mere frag-

ments. Signifi c a n t ly, it contains many
examples of subjects clearly dear to his
own heart, such as ch u rches and ga r-
dens. Sam wo r ked on at least ten
i m a ges of ch u rches, usually show i n g
them in their setting.

Long walks, frequent sea bathing,
and a deep friendship with his employ-
ers eve n t u a l ly re s t o red Sam Longfe l l ow
both phy s i c a l ly and spiritually, and he
re t u rned to his studies. Although he

d e a rly wished to visit his Fayal friends aga i n
after his re t u rn to Cambridge in the summer
o f    , he never did because he was plagued

by sea sickness and avoided overseas travel. 
Other Americans later visited Faya l ,

i n cluding Boston writers Thomas We n t-
wo rth Higginson and James Fre e m a n
C l a r ke, the painter William Morris Hunt,
New York financier J. P. Morgan (as a ch i l d ) ,
Ralph Waldo Emerson’s daughter Ellen, and
Mark Twain. While illustrated maga z i n e
a rt i cles and travel books about the Azore s
we re published in increasing numbers
t h roughout the latter half o f the nineteenth
c e n t u ry, Sam’s drawings stand alone as a
p a l p a ble re c o rd of l i fe on Fayal during this
time. The only other visitors who reg u l a rly
d rew the Azores during this period we re the
whalemen, whose schematic outlines of t h e
islands pep p e red their ships’ l o g s .

—Research by Sally Sapienza

Samuel Longfellow in the Portuguese Azores, 1843-1844

Mr. Dabney’s house from the garden

Church of the Conception and Pico

Pico from the Bridge, Lagoa

Well near the Conceição
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Recent Discoveries in the House
While cataloguing the Dana fa m i ly papers, NPS staff came upon the fo l l ow i n g
p oem written in     by Rich a rd Henry Dana I—who for a time was rega rded as
one of the most important American poe t s—to and about Fa n ny Appleton, wh o
five years later married another prominent poet, Henry Longfellow: 

To Miss F. E. Appleton
On her present of Flowers

I loved you ever, gentle flowers,
And made you playmates of my youth;

The while your spirit stole
In secret to my soul,

To shed a softness through my rip’ning powers,
And lead the thoughtful mind to deepest truth.

And now, when weariness & pain
Had cast you almost from my breast,

Each with its smiling face
And all its simple grace,

You come once more to take me back again
From pain to ease, from weariness to rest.

Sweet visitant! Through my sick room
You seem to breathe an air of health,

And with your looks of joy

Longfellow House in the Media
In an art i cle in the Parisian annual B u l l e t i n
de la Société d’Auteuil et de Passy for year    

entitled “ L o n g fe l l ow: Remembrances de
Jeunesse à Auteuil [Reminiscences of
Yo u n ger Days at Au t e u i l ] ,” M e re d i t h
Frapier writes of H . W. Longfe l l ow ’s visit
to France in the s.

l
This September the Library of A m e r i c a
p u blished H e n ry Wa d swo rth Longfellow: Po e m s
and Other Wo rk s, edited by J. D. McClatchy.
This is the most compre h e n s ive volume of
L o n g fe l l ow ’s works ava i l a ble in the past
twenty-five years.

l
Christopher Lydon, on his nationally syndi-
cated W BUR talk radio show on Sep t e m b e r
 t h, i n t e rv i e wed J. D. McClatchy and dubb e d
the pro gram “ The Longfe l l ow Connection.”

l
Linda We rtheimer on National Publ i c
R a d i o ’s “All Things Considere d ” o f N o -
vember ,  conducted a long interv i e w
with J. D. McClatchy in wh i ch he spoke of
his newly edited book and of the House.

l
On October , , the New Yo rk Times Book
Rev i e w printed the text of J. D. McClatchy ’s
opening speech for the Longfe l l ow House’s
book party pro gram as its Bookends Fe a t u re
entitled “ Re t u rn to Gitche Gumee.”

l
Various newspapers—i n cluding the B e rk-
shire Eagle on Sunday , , and the Upper
Valley News, New Hampshire, on October ,
—ran an Associated Press article writ-
ten by Hillel Italie on Henry W. Longfe l-
low, the House, and his poetry.

l
On September ,  the History Chan-
nel filmed the facade of the Longfe l l ow
House because of its significance as George
Wa s h i n g t o n’s headquarters. This fo o t a ge
was part of the preview for the cable series
“ The Founding Fa t h e r s ” wh i ch aire d
N ovember  th through  t h .

Rehabilitation Update

The ex t e n s ive rehabilitation of t h e
L o n g fe l l ow House, wh i ch aims to

i m p rove fi re protection, security, and env i-
ronmental control systems, collections stor-
a ge, and handicapped access, is on sch e d u l e
and now about   p e rcent complete.

As we go to press, the pipes for the fi re
s u p p ression system and heating ducts are
being installed. The wells for the ge o t h e r-
mal heating system have alre a dy been dug,
and the accompanying pumps are com-
plete. (Because of his great interest in Ice-
land and its natural underground steam
heat, Henry Longfe l l ow would most cer-
t a i n ly have approved of this state-of-the-
art green approach to heating.)

The next phase of the rehabilitation will
i n clude conservation of the wallpaper and
interior painting, and then putting the con-
tents of the House back in place. The offi-
cial reopening is projected to take place in
the spring of .

v
You can stay up-to-date on the re h a b i l i-

tation pro gress by visiting our Web site at: 
www.nps.gov/long

or E-mailing us at: f rl a _ l o n g fe l l o w@n p s. gov

Federal Funds Awarded
for Carriage House

Co n gress has approved     ,    i n
funding to re n ovate the carr i a ge house

at the rear of the Longfellow National His-
toric Site. The funds are contained in the
Interior Ap p ropriations Bill for the fi s c a l
year beginning October .

Senators Edwa rd M. Ke n n e dy and Jo h n
Ke rry and Congressman Michael Capuano
were instrumental in obtaining these funds,
wh i ch will be used to re n ovate the carr i a ge
house into a much-needed space for publ i c
events, including lectures, pro grams fo r
s chool groups, and confe rences, and will
a l l ow some of the carr i a ge house and
grounds artifacts to be seen by the public.

“ The Longfe l l ow House is one of t h e
most ex t r a o rd i n a ry historical tre a s u res in
our country,” said Ke n n e dy. “ These funds
will complete the work currently being car-
ried out at the house, and ensure that it is
preserved to future generations.”

“ We are deep ly grateful to Senator
Ke n n e dy and his colleagues for their
continuing support, and for enabling us to
a ch i eve our original vision for the pro j e c t ,”
said NPS Superintendent Myra Harrison.

Portrait of Fanny Appleton by George Healy, To wake again the boy,
And to the pallid cheek restore its bloom,
And o’er the desert mind pour boundless wealth.

And whence you came by brimming rill,
’’Neath rustling leaves with birds within.

Again I musing tread,
Forgot my restless bed

And long, sick hours. - Too short the blessed dre a m ! -
I wake to pain!-to hear the city’s din!

But time nor pain shall ever steal
Or youth or beauty from my mind.

And blessings on ye, flowers!
Though few with me your hours,

The youth & beauty, & the heart to feel,
In her who sent you, ye will leave behind!
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eUpcoming Events f
HenryWadsworth Longfellow Birthday Celebration. On Saturday February , 

at  .., c e l ebrate the poe t ’s   rd birt h d ay at Mount Au bu rn Cemetery ’s Story
Chapel with a lecture, service, and re c eption. This annual event is co-sponsored with
the Friends of Mount Auburn Cemetery.
“ G e o r ge Washington in Cambridge.” L e c t u re on March , . Place and ex a c t
time to be announced. Call -.
Special group walking tours, costumed perf o rm a n c e s , and off-site slide pr o gr a m s .
During the rehabilitation, these can be arranged. For reservations, call -.

Educational programs a vailable to school g roups:
“ Poe t r y and Imagination:The Leg a cy of H e n r y Wa d swo rth Longfe l l ow.” A pro-
gram brought to the classroom for third through fifth graders in April and May .
“ L o n g fe l l ow ’ s Cambridge.” An educational walking tour of the Longfe l l ow National
Historic Site neighborhood for schoolchildren of all ages.
“ Fo l l owing the Fo o t s t e ps of G e o rge Wa s h i n g t o n . ” An educational walking tour of
the Longfellow National Historic Site neighborhood for sixth graders and up.

Research Fellowships

The Friends of the Longfe l l ow House
re c e n t ly awa rded two annual fe l l owh i p s

to scholars who will make significant use of
the House arch ives for their re s e a rch pro j e c t s .

Melanie Hall, a Boston University art his-
torian, will compare the circumstances sur-
rounding the pre s e rvation of the Longfe l l ow
House with the pre s e rvation of the houses
o f S h a ke s p e a re, Wo rd swo rth, and Goe t h e .

A my Elizabeth Johnson, a graduate stu-
dent in American art and arch i t e c t u re at the
U n iversity of D e l awa re, will study the
Boston Cooperative, a group of p ro m i n e n t
Bostonians, including Alexander Wa d swo rt h
L o n g fe l l ow Jr., who aimed to alleviate the
e ffects of industrialization and immigr a t i o n
in American cities. “ Wa d dy ” L o n g fe l l ow
was the architect for their model tenement
built in the South End in the    s .

The fe l l ows will share the results of t h e i r
re s e a rch with the Friends upon completion.

Longfellow’s library stepladder in the attic
ell has been successfully conserved by
Ro b e rt Mussey Associates. It is slated to
be returned to exhibit as part of the imple-
mentation of the Historic Furn i s h i n g s
Plan. The walnut steps, circa    , show
signs of h e avy use by the Longfe l l ow fa m-
i ly. Treatment to re s t o re the ladder has
i n cluded re a t t a ching a bro ken leg, rep l a c-
ing missing supports, cleaning, and waxing.

The eighteenth-
c e n t u r y Louis
XV cl o ck t h a t
n o rm a l ly re s i d e s
a b ove the library
fi replace is under-
going analysis at
the Straus Center
for Conserva t i o n
( H a rva rd Unive r-
sity Art Muse-
ums). Made in
Paris, the cl o ck
was a gift to Hen-
ry and Fa n ny Longfe l l ow from Fa n ny ’s
b ro t h e r, Thomas Gold Appleton. Over the
years a variety of restorations, many of
wh i ch we re unstable, we re perfo rmed on
this antique cl o ck. Results from the analy-
sis will provide a restoration history of t h e
piece and help curatorial staff in deciding
on the best treatment.

Save America’s Treasures

T his national publ i c - p r iv ate initiat ive has provided the House with funds to conserve objects in need of c a re.
Th ree significant pieces wh i ch have recently undergone ex p e rt tre atment are :

The six-panel Japanese scr e e n , wh i ch
C h a rley Longfe l l ow—a son of the belove d
p oe t—a c q u i red during his twe n t y - m o n t h
s t ay in Japan in the early    s, is being
t reated by T. K . M c C l i n t o ck. The screen (one
o f whose panels is shown here) depicts a
boatsman nav i ga t-
ing through a gl o-
rious spring land-
scape with hills,
fl owering tre e s ,
and a temple in
the back ground. It
was painted by
Kano Moritsune
(    -    ). Orig-
i n a l ly this scre e n
had a mate with a
similar subject. To
date, its tre a t m e n t
has invo l ved care-
f u l ly re m ov i n g
e a ch of the paint-
ings from the sur-
face panels, cl e a n-
ing the painting
s u r faces, and lin-
ing the paintings with Japanese paper,
repairing any tears, cleaning the silk bro c a d e
b o a rders, and making new hinges to hold
the panels toge t h e r. Once the House
reopens, this exquisite and unusual fo l d i n g
s c reen will be exhibited in the library.

H e n ry W. Longfe l l ow by Cephas G. Thompson,    

from Longfellow’s “Table-Talk:”

I feel a kind of rev e rence for the fi rst books
of young authors. There is so much aspira-
tion in them, so much audacious hope and
t re m bling fe a r, so much of the heart ’s his-
t o ry, that all erro rs and short-comings are
for a while lost sight of in the amiable self-
assertion of youth.
—in Henry Wadsworth Longfellow:
Poems and Other Works,
edited by J.D. McClatc hy



Spotlight on an Object

In each issue of the newsletter, we fo c u s
on a particular object of i n t e rest in the

L o n g fe l l ow House collection.
This time our spotlight shines on a

mounted and framed bu t t e r fly wh i ch
has most re c e n t ly been displayed on the
e t a g è re in the Longfe l l ow library. Ac-
c o rding to Longfe l l ow fa m i ly lore, the
re n owned naturalist Louis Aga s s i z
b rought this lepidoptera specimen back
f rom one of his expeditions to South
America in the s and presented it to
his good friend Henry Longfellow.

The specimen is a large, blue, irides-
cent bu t t e r fly, centrally mounted in a
bl a ck wooden shadow box with a go l d
d e c o r a t ive-band edging. Agassiz col-
lected the bu t t e r fly in Muzo, near
Bogotá, Colombia, an area rich in emer-
ald mines, according to a label on the
back of the frame.

In     the bu t t e r fly hung on the
library wall to the left of the large book-
case, and by  it sat on the bottom
s h e l f o f the library etagère wh e re it has
resided ever since. It was listed among
the library “ B r i c - a - b r a c ” in the    

i nve n t o ry taken by Henry ’s oldest
daughter, Alice Longfellow.

Join us as a Friend and help support an international collection of
Fine & D e c o rat ive A rt s, Ra re Books, Letters, and Historic Photogra p h s

representing three centuries of American History…

✂

Make checks payable to:
Friends of the Longfellow House

 Brattle Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

For more information, call ⁽⁾ -.

Name
Address
City
State                                                   Zip
Telephone
Special area(s) of interest in the Longfellow House:

❑ I would like someone to call me about volunteer opportunities.
Contributions are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.

Friends of the Longfellow House
 Brattle Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

❑ $1000 Benefactor ❑ $100 Supporter
❑ $ 750 Donor ❑ $ 60 Contributor
❑ $ 500 Patron ❑ $ 30 Family
❑ $ 250 Sponsor ❑ $ 20 Individual

❑ $ 15    Student


