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Since the Longfe l l ow House served as
G e o rge Wa s h i n g t o n’s headquarters fo r

ten months during -, it has been inte-
gr a l ly connected to the American Revo l u-
tion. Beginning in July, it will be one of the
centers of the National Park Service’s cele-
bration of the   th annive r s a ry of t h e
American Revolution.

The National Park Serv i c e ’s eight-ye a r
commemoration of eve n t s—f rom Pa u l
Reve re ’s ride in  to the Treaty of Pa r i s
in    —will take place at over fi f t y
national park sites. Battlefields, encamp-
ments, military headquarters, locations of
important meetings, historic homes, related
sites of i n d u s t ry and commerce, and
memorials will all participate. Each of
these sites will offer its own commemora-
t ive pro grams and events. In Boston the
national celebration began on June nd and
rd with a public symposium called “ Th e

Longfellow House to Celebrate 225 th Anniversary of American Revolution
Changing Meanings of
Fre e d o m ” s p o n s o red by
the Boston National
Historic Park.

The Longfe l l ow House
will begin its part in the
e i g h t - year celebration on
Ju ly st with a living his-
t o ry perfo rmance. Ac-
t ress Doro t hy Prince will
p l ay the role of p oe t
Phillis Wh e a t l e y, the
first bl a ck person in the
colonies to publish a
book, who wrote a poem about, and may
h ave met with, George Washington (see
p a ge ). This will be fo l l owed by a concert
on the lawn featuring music from Washing-
t o n’s era played by the members of t h e
L o n gy School of Music, and chosen fro m
a    s bro ch u re produced by the Harva rd

Glee Club on music of the revo l u t i o n a ry
period. Th roughout the day Longfe l l ow
National Historic Site staff member Pa u l
Blandford, in his inimitable theatrical style,
will conduct tours around Harva rd Square
entitled “In the Footsteps of GeorgeWash-

Washington bust, front hall of Longfellow House

H owa rd Pyle (    -    ) paintng of M a rtha Wa s h i n g t o n’s arr ival in Cambridge

(continued on page )

The House Which “Washington Has Rendered Sacred”

Even at the height of his fame, HenryW.
L o n g fe l l ow never felt slighted wh e n

s t r a n gers knocked on the door and aske d
to see “ Wa s h i n g t o n’s Headquart e r s .” H e
might have been bemused at the lack of
i n t e rest in himself, but he shared the same
feelings of awe about Wa s h i n g t o n’s associ-
ation with the House.

In     when the young Harva rd College
p ro fessor Henry Longfe l l ow first came to
the House as a board e r, he was well awa re
o f Wa s h i n g t o n’s earlier presence there. His
H a rva rd colleague and fe l l ow tenant at Mrs.
C r a i g i e ’s house, Ja red Sparks, was wo r k -
i n g—in the ve ry rooms Washington had
i n h a b i t e d—to assemble all of Wa s h i n g t o n’s
existing letters for publ i c a t i o n .

When Longfe l l ow married Fa n ny Ap -
pleton in    , his we a l t hy fa t h e r- i n - l aw,
Nathan Appleton, bought the Craigie House
for them. Short ly after, Fa n ny wrote her

b rother about her delight in living “ wh e re
Washington [had] dwelt in every room:”

[ The House] is, more ov e r, very interesting to us
for its associations of wh i ch we have lately had very
exact info rm ation from Mr. Sparks….  Ye s t e rd ay

we had a thorough explanation of the American lines
& Bunker Hill, Prospect & Winter hills under Mr.
S p a rks inimitable guidance who gave a more viv i d
idea of the revolutionary days than I had before...

In a letter to her brother two months
l a t e r, Fa n ny announced the couple’s inten-
tion to preserve the house’s appearance and
thus honor the memory of Wa s h i n g t o n’s
occupancy:

We have just returned to our home & are enrap-
t u red with its quiet & comfo rt after that Pa n d e m o-
nium, New Yo rk. It has now, too, the sentiment of
the Future as well as the Past to render it dearer than
ev e r, for since we left it has become our own, we are
full of plans & projects with no desire, howev e r, to
ch a n ge a fe at u re of the old countenance wh i ch Wa s h-
ington has rendered sacred.

In     the sacred Washington connec-
tion was memorialized inside the House by
the Longfellows’prominent display of sev-

(continued on page )
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i n g t o n .”These walking tours of the neigh-
borhood will continue through the summer
and early fall.

The Ju ly st celebration at the Longfe l-
l ow House dovetails with other City of
Cambridge festivities, marking this anniver-
s a ry of the arr ival of G e o rge Wa s h i n g t o n
in Cambridge, wh e re he took command of
the Continental Army. Fo l l owing an open-
ing cere m o ny at Fo rt Washington Park in
C a m b r i d gep o rt, a procession of o ffi c i a l s
and onlookers will meet “General George
Wa s h i n g t o n ” and escort him to the Cam-
b r i d ge Common. Th e re day-long com-
memorations will include musket fi r i n g
demonstrations and an encampment by the
First Middlesex Regiment as well as sam-
ples of food and drink from the    s. In
addition, the Cambridge Center for Adult
Education will host a living history perfor-
mance of A b i gail Adams. The Hooper-

225th Celebration (continued from page )

L e e - N i chols House on Brattle Street will
fe a t u re costumed perfo rmances by “ L oya l-
i s t s ” and Judith Sargent Murr ay, a success-
ful eighteenth-century writer whose col-
umn “The Gleaner”in Massachusetts Magazine
p rovided an eyewitness account of A m e r i-
can history. (See schedule on p. )

The Longfellow House has worked with
the Historic Cambridge Collaborative, a
group of n o n p ro fit historical and educa-
tional institutions, to develop other publ i c
p ro grams that ex p l o re life in Cambridge
during the early months of the Revolution.
The programs will take place in Cambridge
throughout  and . 

A schedule of all commemorative events
nationwide for the next eight years as we l l
as a     -     d ay - t o - d ay journal of A m e r-
ican Revo l u t i o n a ry War events can be
found on the National Park Serv i c e ’s Web -
site at: www.nps.gov/revwar.

eral Washington art i facts. Longfe l l ow
bought the bust of G e o rge Washington, a
c o py of the famous     original by
Houdon, wh i ch he placed in the entrance
hall, and beside it hung the Wa s h i n g t o n
family coat of arms. On a wall by the front
stairs, he hung an engraving of Washington
on his white horse. Portraits of Martha and
George adorned his study.

L o n g fe l l ow enjoyed giving tours of t h e
House and never failed to pay tribute to its
historic role in the American Revo l u t i o n .
B l a n che Tu cke r- M a c chetta, who re c e ive d
s u ch a tour in     , w rote in The Home Life
o f H e n ry Wa d swo rth Longfe l l o w that the poe t
described his study thus: 

This was Wa s h i n g t o n’s own priv ate room; and
wh e re my writing desk now stands, there stood his
t a bl e. These walls, lined with books, also shelved his
l i t e ra ry lore. In fact, I think the arra n gement of t h e
room is exactly the same as when in his time.

Other members of H e n ry Longfe l l ow ’s
fa m i ly took pride in living in Wa s h i n g t o n’s
fo rmer headquarters. After the fa m i ly cele-
brated the hundredth anniversary of Wash-
i n g t o n’s arr ival in Cambridge, the poe t ’s
daughter Edith wrote to  her sister Alice:

My interest and excitement is reading all about
this summer    ye a rs ago in Sparks and Irving,
and ev e ryd ay I read the letters for that date written
certainly in this room and probably by this very win-
dow wh e re I write by dear George! Think wh at a
p r iv i l e ge to spend this summer of all others in this
house. I would not have missed it on any account and
think it ought to have influenced us to stay under any

c i rc u m s t a n c e s. People go over land and sea to see just
the place wh e re some gre at man was born and died,
and here all day long I can walk the floors this great-
est of men to us Americans trod, go up and down the
s t a i rs… “Up and down these echoing stairs, Heav y
with the weight of c a res; Sounded his majestic tre a d ”
It is grand to feel the presence of so gre at a man and
lifts me up quite out of the present life … when yo u
come back I will read you his letter to his wife wh e n
he received his command and you will say it is full of
manly, tenderness most inspiring.

Alice Longfe l l ow lived in the House fo r
many years after her father’s death. She con-
served the house in her father’s memory, yet
she also honored its connection to George
Washington, as is shown in a letter she
re c e ived from her cousin Alexander Wa d s -
worth Longfellow Jr.:

I want to see you soon, foregathering as a family,
and wish I could see you honoring the Father of t h i s
C o u n t ry and his admire rs at his headquart e rs, with
the spirit wh i ch you show and feel so deep l y. I think
you very fo rt u n ate to have inherited this and be abl e
to do so much for his memory.

—Research by Robert Mitchell

The House Which Washington “Has Rendered Sacred” (continued from page )

Henry W. Longfellow’s letter to Ferdi-
nand Freiligrath, February , :

Do not think for a moment of going to New
Yo rk. The ro o f under wh i ch you sleep in
America must be Wa s h i n g t o n’s (and mine).
It is a poem in itself.
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In each issue of the B u l l e t i n we include an
i n t e rview with an individual whose intere s t
in, or whose affiliation with, the Va s s a l l -
C r a i g i e - L o n g fe l l ow House is uniquely im-
p o rtant. We are pleased to offer our re a d e r s
an “ i n t e rv i e w ” with General Washington in
his own wo rds at three diffe rent interva l s
during his stay at the Vassall House. We
we re delighted he gave his candid opinions
despite the controversies they might aro u s e .

September 
The Longfe l l ow House Bulletin: I n

June, short ly befo re your arr ival here in
Cambridge, you told the Continental Con-
gress of your hesitation in accepting the
appointment as commander- i n – ch i e f o f
the American fo rces. What we re yo u r
thoughts at that time?

General Washington: As I wrote to my
wife: so far from seeking this appointment,
I have used eve ry endeavor in my power to
avoid it, not only from my unwillingness to
p a rt with [Martha] and the fa m i ly, bu t
from a consciousness of it being a trust too
great for my capacity…. But it has been a
kind of d e s t i ny, that has thrown me upon
this service, I shall hope that my undert a k-
ing it is designed to answer some good pur-
pose. It was utterly out of my power to
refuse this appointment without ex p o s i n g
my character to such censures as would have
re flected dishonor upon my s e l f and give n
pain to my friends.

LHB: And what was your opinion of
the troops of which you took command? 

GW: I found a mixed multitude of peo-
ple here, under ve ry little discipline, ord e r,
or gove rnment…. I have alre a dy bro ke one
Colonel and five Captains for cowa rd i c e
and for drawing more pay and prov i s i o n s
than they had men in their companies…in
s h o rt they are by no means such troops, in
a ny respect, as you are led to believe of
them from the accounts wh i ch are pub-
lished, but I need not make myself enemies
among them by this declaration, although
it is consistent with truth. [Th e re is] an
u n a c c o u n t a ble kind of stupidity in the
l ower class of these people wh i ch, believe
me prevails but too ge n e r a l ly among the
o fficers of the Massachusetts part of t h e
A rmy who are nearly of the same kidney
with the Privates, and adds not a little to
my difficulties…

LHB: And what was your first assess-
ment of the enemy?

G W:  I found the enemy in possession of

a place called Bunkers Hill, on Charles Tow n
N e ck, stro n gly entre n ched and fo rt i f y i n g
t h e m s e l ves. Their fo rce including Marines,
Tories, etc. are computed from the best
accounts I can get at about , men. Ours,
i n cluding sick, absent, etc., at about   ,    .

January 
LHB: Mrs. Washington arr ived at Va s-

sall House in December when soldier and
civilian alike faced another common enemy.

G W:  The Small Pox is in eve ry part of
Boston…. If we escape [it] in this camp
and the country round about, it will be
miraculous—Every precaution that can be,
is taken to guard against this Evil both by

the General Court and myself.
LHB: In the past months there have been

great ch a n ges in the numbers and the con-
dition of your troops. What strategies did
you use to bring about such improve m e n t ?

G W: It is easier to conceive than to
describe the situation of my mind for some
time past, and my feelings under our pre s e n t
c i rcumstances. Search the vast volumes of
h i s t o ry through, and I much question wh e -
ther a case similar to ours is to be found; to
wit, to maintain a post against the fl ower of
the British troops for six months toge t h e r,
and at the end of them to have one army dis-
banded and another to raise within the same
distance of a re i n fo rced enemy … [ w ] h a t
m ay be the final issue of the last maneuve r,
time only can tell. Th ree things prompt men
to a regular disch a rge of their duty in time
o f action, Natural brave ry—hope of re wa rd
—and fear of punishment. The two first are
common to the untutored and the disci-
plined soldier, but the latter most obv i o u s ly
distinguishes the one from the other.

LHB: We hear that Dunmore is encour-

aging the enlistment of Negro troops.
GW: In December it was represented to

me that the free Negroes who have serve d
in this army are ve ry much dissatisfied at
being discarded. As it is to be apprehended
that they may seek employ in the Minister-
ial Army, I have presumed to dep a rt fro m
the resolution [of the Continental Con-
gress] respecting them and have give n
license for their being enlisted.

[In August] several Indians of the tribe
o f St. Francis came here and confi rmed the
fo rmer accounts of the good dispositions of
the Indian Nations, and Canadians to the
i n t e rests of America. A most happy eve n t .

March 
LHB: All rep o rts decl a re the British have

fled under the threat of b o m b a rdment fro m
the fo rt i fications erected by our tro o p s
upon Dorchester Heights in just one night.

GW: The last trump could not have
s t ru ck them with greater consternation. On
S u n d ay the  t h at  o ’ cl o ck in the fo re n o o n ,
the ministerial Army evacuated the Town of
Boston, and…the fo rces of the United Colo-
nies are now in actual possession there o f.

I have great reason to imagine their fl i g h t
was precipitated by the appearance of a
Work wh i ch I had ord e red to be thrown up
last Saturd ay night, on an eminence at
D o rchester wh i ch lay nearest to Boston
N e ck, called Newkes Hill. The Tow n ,
although it has suffe red gre a t ly, is not in so
bad a state as I expected to find it.

The situation in wh i ch I found [the
e n e my ’s] works ev i d e n t ly discove red that
their retreat was made with the greatest pre-
cipitation. They have left their barracks and
other works of wood at Bunkers Hill, etc.
all standing and have destroyed but a small
part of their lines.

LHB: Would you favor us with some of
your reflections on these past nine months,
sir, as you prepare to leave for Philadelphia?

G W: I believe I may, with great tru t h
a ffi rm, that no man perhaps since the fi r s t
institution of a rmies ever commanded one
under more difficult circumstances than I
h ave done—to enumerate the part i c u l a r s
would fill a volume—many of my difficul-
ties and distresses were of so peculiar a cast
that in order to conceal them from the
e n e my, I was obl i ged to conceal them fro m
my friends, indeed from my own army
t h e reby subjecting my conduct to interp re-
tations unfavo r a ble to my character…I am
h a p py however to find, and to hear fro m

Interview with a Friend…Meet George Washington

(continued on page )
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As the first bl a ck person in America to
p u blish a book, Phillis Wheatley stands

at the head of the fo rmal African American
l i t e r a ry tradition. Her poems sometimes
dealt with the momentous political eve n t s
o f her times, including a moving tribute to
the then General George Wa s h i n g t o n .

She had arr ived in Boston Harbor on
the slave ship P h i l l i s, in     , as a sick ly
African child, about seven years old. Jo h n
and Susannah Wh e a t l e y, we a l t hy Bostoni-
ans, purchased the little girl to be a lady ’s
maid. They named her after the ship on
wh i ch she had suffe red the trauma of t h e
Middle Passage.

The Wheatleys soon realized that their
s l ave was, in fact, a pro d i gy. Within six
months she could read and write Engl i s h .
She went on to study the Bible, history, lit-
e r a t u re and astro n o my. She read Vi rgil and
Ovid in the original Latin. By her early
teens, she was writing and publ i s h i n g
p oe t ry, and eve n t u a l ly became widely
k n own throughout the colonies and abro a d .

In , the year of the Boston Tea Party,
Phillis Wheatley traveled to England where
her collection of verse, Poems on Various Sub-
j e c t s, Religious and Mora l , was first publ i s h e d .
She was re c e ived by, among others, the
L o rd Mayor of London and Benjamin
Franklin. Not long after her return, she was
given her freedom.

Wheatley had been enslaved throughout
most of her writing care e r. In a few poe m s
she dared speak eloquently against tyranny
and oppression, often couching her per-
sonal feelings in the more accep t a ble fo rm
o f political commentary. Her most cl e a rly
a u t o b i o graphical statement appears in a
    p oem to the Earl of D a rtmouth, Sec-
retary of State for the Colonies:

…I, young in life, by seeming cruel fate
Was snatched from Afric’s fancy’d happy seat:
What pangs excruciating must molest,
What sorrows labour in my parent’s breast?
Steel’d was that soul and by no misery moved
That from a father seiz’d his babe belov’d:
Such, such my case. And can I then but pray
Others may never feel tyrannic sway.

Wheatley was an astute observer of the ris-
ing tide of revolution and revised some of
her work as necessary to accommodate pa-
trons on either side of the Atlantic.

In October     , Wheatley sent a poe m
to George Washington at Vassall House
(later to become the Longfe l l ow House), his

h e a d q u a rters in Cambridge. In her accom-
p a nying letter she concluded, “ Wishing yo u r
E xc e l l e n cy all possible success in the gre a t
cause you are so ge n e ro u s ly enga ged in.”Th e
fo rt y - t wo lines of r hymed couplets cl o s e
with the pronouncement that:

Fix’d are the eyes of nations on the scales,
For in their hopes Columbia’s arm prevails.
Anon Britannia droops the pensive head,
While round increase the rising hills of dead.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Proceed, great chief, with virtue on thy side,
Thy every action let the Goddess guide.
A crown, a mansion, and a throne that shine,
With gold unfading, WASHINGTON! Be thine.

A c c o rding to Wheatley scholar Julian D.
Mason Jr., “It has been pointed out that her
use of the term ‘ C o l u m b i a ’ for her country
in this poem may be the first use of the term
with this meaning in print in America.”

On Feb ru a ry , , Washington re -
plied from Cambridge. After apologizing
for such a delayed response he thanks her
“…most sincerely for your polite notice of
me, in the elegant lines you enclosed; and
h owever undeserving I may be of s u ch en-
comium and panegyric, the style and man-
ner exhibit a striking pro o f o f your poe t i c a l
talents; in honor of wh i ch and as a tribu t e
j u s t ly due to you, I would have published the
p oem, had I not been appre h e n s ive, that,
while I only meant to give the wo rld this new
instance of your genius, I might have in-
c u rred the imputation of va n i t y.”

Vanity aside, it would have caused a polit-
ical uproar had Washington sponsored the
p u blication of a poem in wh i ch he is env i-
sioned crowned and seated on a throne of
gold. Wh e a t l e y ’s poem and letter did appear
t wo months later in the Pennsylvania Maga z i n e,
edited at the time by Thomas Pa i n e .

While Washington did not choose to
p u blicize Wh e a t l e y ’s accolade, he did, in the
same letter, extend an unusual inv i t a t i o n .
The general, who owned hundreds of s l ave s
during his lifetime, wrote to the bl a ck poe t ,
“ I f you should ever come to Cambridge, or
near head-quarters, I shall be happy to see a
person so favo red by the Muses, and to
whom nature has been so liberal and benef-
icent in her dispensations.” He concl u d e d ,
in the convention of the time and appar-
e n t ly with no ironic intent, “I am with gre a t
respect, your obedient humble serva n t .”

Did Phillis Wheatley visit GeorgeWash-
ington at Vassall House? Mason wrote in
    that “Phillis accepted Wa s h i n g t o n’s
i nvitation that same year and was court e-
o u s ly re c e ive d .” In a     volume, Wi l l i a m
H. Robinson, who devoted much of h i s
c a reer to Wh e a t l e y ’s life and work, is less
c e rtain. He cites Benson J. Lossing’s brief
    account of s u ch a meeting, but wa rn s
that “ P h i l l i s ’s visit with Washington is
n owh e re else cited, Lossing should be used
with caution.” The thousands of d o c u-
ments in the Longfe l l ow House arch ive s
continue to cast light upon the history and
inhabitants of the House. Info rmation on
this question might well lie somewh e re
within those many pages.

—Research by Marilyn Richardson

Phillis Wheatley’s Poem for General Washington in Cambridg e

Note: In the North “ s e r v a n t ” was a common term for slav e

This port r a i t is thought to be by Scipio
Moorhead, a slave belonging to the fa m i ly of
Boston Pre s byterian minister John Moorhead.
Wheatley wrote this poem in praise of the young
artist’s work as both a painter and a poet:

To S. M .A Young African Pa i n t e r,On Seeing His Wo rk s

To show the lab’ring bosom’s deep intent,
And thought in living characters to paint,
When first thy pencil did those beauties give,
And breathing figures learnt from thee to live,
How did those prospects give my soul delight,
A new creation rushing on my sight?
Still may the painter’s and the poet’s fire
To aid thy pencil, and thy verse conspire!
And may the charms of each seraphic theme
Conduct thy footsteps to immortal fame!
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
But when these shades of time are chas’d away,
And darkness ends in everlasting day,
On what seraphic pinions shall we move
And view the landscapes in the realms above?
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
For nobler themes demand a nobler strain
And purer language on th’ethereal plain.
Cease, gentle muse! The solemn gloom of night
Now seals the fair creation from my sight.
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To d ay visitors to the Longfe l l ow House
f re q u e n t ly are surprised to learn that

G e o rge Washington lived in the house and
used it as his headquarters during the Siege
o f Boston from Ju ly     to March .  N o
visitor in the nineteenth century would have
had to be reminded of this historical fa c t .
For them the house was inex t r i c a bly associ-
ated with Wa s h i n g t o n’s occupancy and the
e a rly days of the Revo l u t i o n a ry Wa r. After
all, Washington had lived in the House
l o n ger than any wh e re else during the wa r.

In June     the Second General Con-
gress from Vi rginia voted Washington, one
o f its delegates, the commander of t h e
New England militias besieging B o s t o n .
He hastened to Cambridge and arr ived on
Ju ly , . That evening he was re c e ive d
by the officer corps, all New Engl a n d e r s
and all strangers to him including Massa-
chusetts General Artemas Wa rd whom he
was to replace as Commander- i n - C h i e f.
The next day he offi c i a l ly assumed his
position. Popular legend describes Wa s h-
ington taking fo rmal command under the
“ Washington Elm,” but a small unpub-
lished soldier’s diary found in the Longfe l-
l ow House arch ives and several other con-
t e m p o r a ry diaries re c o rd that the tro o p s
stationed across the front lines fro m
C h a rl e s t own to Rox bu ry  re c e ived the new
C o m m a n d e r- i n - C h i e f.

Meeting in nearby Wa t e rt own, the
M a s s a chusetts Provincial Congress ar-
r a n ged for Washington and his second in
command, Major General Charles Lee, to
l ive in Wa d swo rth House, Harva rd Col-
l ege ’s pre s i d e n t ’s house, wh i ch still stands
t o d ay in Harva rd Square on Massach u s e t t s
Ave. Since it was customary for generals to
use their residences as their headquart e r s ,
Washington needed a conve n i e n t ly located
house large enough to accommodate staff
meetings and councils of war, provide work
space for his small group of aides, and have
room for his large number of d a i ly visitors.
Wa d swo rth House could not accommodate
those uses. The Vassall House—as the
L o n g fe l l ow House was then know n—c o u l d .

The Vassall House had been built in
    for Major John Vassall, a To ry sympa-
thiser, who was forced to flee with his fam-
i ly from Cambridge to Boston in Sep t e m-
ber . After the battle of Lexington and
C o n c o rd, it was used as a hospital until
June , , when it was assigned to Cap-
tain John Glove r ’s newly arr ived reg i m e n t

o f M a r blehead Mariners, who pitch e d
their sailcloth tents on the lawns. The only
scrap of i n fo rmation we have about Wa s h-
i n g t o n’s actual move to the Vassall House
comes from his account book: “Cash paid
for clearing the House wh i ch was prov i d e d
for my Quarters & had been occupied by
the Marbleh. Reg i m t .” The amount wa s
two pounds ten shillings and ninepence.

I nWa s h i n g t o n’s time, a ge n e r a l ’s staff wa s
re fe rred to as his “ fa m i ly,” no doubt because
they lived and dined with him daily. Wa s h-

i n g t o n’s fa m i ly in Cambridge was re m a r k a bly
small and consequently ove r wo r ked. It con-
sisted of s everal young aides and General
Horatio Gates, who served as adjutant ge n-
eral. When Martha Washington arr ived on
D e c e m b e r ,  with a small party that
i n cluded the Commander’s step-son Ja ck i e
Custis, and Mrs. Gates, the fa m i ly incre a s e d
in size. The household was attended to by a
retinue of s e rvants and slaves: a stewa rd ,
E b e n ezer Austin, whose monthly pay of
s even pounds ten shillings included the ser-
vices of h i m s e l f, his wife and daughter; a
Fre n ch cook, Adam Foutz; Mrs. Morr i s o n ,
k i t ch e n - woman; Mary Kettel, wa s h e r-
woman; Dinah, “a negro wo m a n ; ” Pe t e r, “ a
n egro man;” and William Lee, Wa s h i n g t o n’s
s l ave and body - s e rvant from Mt. Ve rn o n
who served him throughout the wa r.

The Commander used the ground fl o o r
room to the right of the entrance as his din-
ing room wh e re he entertained numero u s
o fficial and unofficial visitors, incl u d i n g
Benjamin Franklin and Abigail and Jo h n
Adams. Washington also used the same
room as his office, just as Longfe l l ow did
later on. During Wa s h i n g t o n’s councils of
wa r, his major generals and their aides
c rowded into this room to debate strategy.
In this room Washington gave Benedict
A rnold command of a small army to attack

Q u ebec from the re a r, over the Maine moun-
tains. And in late September     , it was here
that Washington confronted Dr. Benjamin
C h u rch, one of the most trusted Massach u-
setts patriot leaders, with evidence that he
was a spy for the British.

In the southwest corner of the house, to
the left of the entrance, was Washington’s
re c eption room, wh i ch Martha Wa s h i n g t o n
used as her parlor and pro b a bly for the ga l a
p a rty the Washingtons gave that winter to cel-
ebrate their wedding anniversary. Behind

Wa s h i n g t o n’s study, was the General’s writ-
ing room, where his aides were kept busy
drafting orders, maintaining Wa s h i n g t o n’s
ex t e n s ive correspondence (most of the ove r
six hundred letters we re headed “Camp in
Cambridge” but some read “Head Quar-
ters, Cambridge”), and keeping his ac-
counts. Washington slept in the southeast
room above his offi c e .

In this House during the Siege of B o s -
ton, Washington stru ggled with numero u s
p ro blems. He had to defend an ex t e n s ive
coastline against an attack by the we l l -
trained British troops only a few miles

away, supported by a squadron of B r i t i s h
s h i p s . The Commander wo rried about his
a rmy ’s lack of discipline and training, the
o fficer corp s ’ suspicions of him as an out-
sider and Southern e r, an unexpected and
ex t re m e ly serious short a ge of g u n p owd e r,
i n s u fficient troops to man his extended lines,
and the eve r- p ressing need to find salary,
supplies, and arms for his tro o p s .

By spring     , h oweve r, Wa s h i n g t o n’s
a rmy was re a s o n a bly disciplined with a sta-
ble command stru c t u re, and new enlistments
i n c reased its strength. On March  Wa s h-
ington miraculously placed a cannon on
D o rchester Heights and fo rced the British
to evacuate Boston. He won the Siege of
Boston without a battle, wh i ch would have
cost many lives and demolished Boston. Fo r
this Congress voted him a medal, and Har-
va rd gave him an honorary degre e .

While in the House, Washington put in
place a secret network of spies in Boston to
s t ay ahead of British plans. He approved the
building and arming of ships to pre y, with
some success, on British ships supply i n g
Boston, thus inaugurating the United States
N av y. More important still for the future of
the nation was the crucial precedent he set
o f d e fe rring to civilian authority in all
i m p o rtant matters.

—Research by Robert Mitchell

Head Quarters, Cambridge: Washington’s Occupancy of the Longfellow House

 photo of Longfellow House
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Since the Longfe l l ow fa m i ly first occu-
pied the Craigie House in , it served

as the setting for many celebrations of
a n n iversaries, birt h d ays, and national holi-
d ays. Of p a rticular interest to the fa m i ly
we re the House’s associations with George
Washington and the American Revo l u t i o n .
The Longfe l l ows literally reveled in liv i n g
in the house wh e re George and Mart h a
once resided during the early years of t h e
American Revolution.

In his poem “A Gleam of S u n s h i n e ”
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote:

This is the place. Stand still, my steed,
Let me review the scene,
And summon from the shadowy Past
The forms that once have been.

The Past and Present here unite
Beneath Time’s flowing tide,
Like footprints hidden by a brook,
But seen on either side.

The poe t ’s three daughters
t r aveled to Philadelphia during
    t h rough     to see the
i n t e rnational exposition wh i ch
c e l ebrated the centennial anni-
ve r s a ry of the founding of t h e i r
c o u n t ry. To commemorate the
centennial, G. J. Raymond and
C o. of Boston photogr a p h e d
places associated with the Amer-
ican Revolution and publ i s h e d
them commerc i a l ly as stere o
views. The Longfe l l ows we re
p roud to have their house included in the
series, as evidenced by the poe t ’s signature

on the back of a stereograph card on which
he re c o rded “ Ju ly ,  Centennial Cele-
bration of Wa s h i n g t o n’s
taking command of t h e
American Army.”

On Ja n u a ry , 

G e o rge and Mart h a
Washington had cele-
brated their sixteenth
wedding annive r s a ry—
once the General wa s
c o nvinced that it wo u l d
be seemly to do so under
the circumstances—with
a Twelfth Night Pa rty at
the House. A hundre d
years  later, on the
evenings of Ja n u a ry 

and ,  the Longfe l-
l ows marked the occa-
sion for their fa m i ly, friends, and neigh-

bors with a gr a n d
Twelfth Night cen-
tennial celeb r a t i o n
o f the Wa s h i n g-
tons’ wedding anni-
ve r s a ry part y. Th e y
t u rned the library
into an elaborate
s t a ge for a theat-
rical pre s e n t a t i o n .
O ver one hundre d
guests attended. In
her letter to her
cousin Mary King
L o n g fe l l ow, Edith
L o n g fe l l ow viv i d ly

described the event: “ The stage is a gre a t
success. So large and pre t t i ly arr a n ged and

draped. We seated a hundre d
guests last night and pro b a-
bly more tonight.”

Twenty years later in    

Alice Longfe l l ow, the poe t ’s
d a u g h t e r, held another gre a t
Twelfth Night party in the
p a rlor of the fa m i ly ’s house
in honor of the one hundre d
t wentieth annive r s a ry of t h e
Wa s h i n g t o n s ’ wedding anni-
ve r s a ry part y. Guests arr ive d
d ressed as historic fi g u re s
f rom the original party and
were announced by the young
but alre a dy fl a m b oyant Hen-
ry Wa d swo rth Longfe l l ow
( H a rry) Dana. Alice’s cousin

The Past and Present Here Unit
A l exander Wa d swo rth Longfe l l ow Jr. com-
mented in a letter to his mother, Elizabeth

Clapp Po rter Longfe l-
l ow: “I took in the
Craigie house costume
ball and it was aw f u l ly
p re t t y. We met yo u n g
faces under powd e re d
wigs and looked deli-
c i o u s ly fresh. Fr a n c e s
[Dana] as Lady Wa s h-
ington did not get her
t ro u bled and re s p o n s i bl e
look off till they went by
the second time. Dick i e
[Dana] was quite at
home and to see all the
distinquished ch a r a c t e r s
announced by Harry
[Dana] in a long brow n

silk coat with ruffles and to see them march
in and bow and curtsey and then to see
them get out of the room it was fine. All-
ston [Dana] and little Lyman girl as Pep-
p e rell ch u i l d ren in the picture we re fa s c i-
nating and Delia [Dana] as a pink fa i ry
with star and wand was the sweetest of a l l .
Aunt Mary [Mary Longfe l l ow Gre e n l e a f ]
was all about with her poor eyes… Mr.
Ro ger Sherman signed the Declaration of
Independence with high hair and powder.”

Th i rteen years later, Christmas Eve
, Alice Longfellow hosted another cos-
tumed event in the parlor to commemorate
the one-hundred-fiftieth anniversary of the
Craigie House. Family members dressed up
as a particular former resident of the house.
It must have been difficult to decide wh o
would portray George and Martha.

E ven befo re Wa s h i n g t o n’s birt h d ay
became a national holiday in    , George

Five soldiers from“When Washington CameTwo women from“When Washington Came to Cambridge,” 

Frances Dana as “Lady Washington,” 

Edith, Alice, & Annie Allegra Longfe l l ow,
Philadelphia Centennial, 
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Washington’s birthday was always a favorite
time to commemorate around Boston and
C a m b r i d ge. Henry Wa d swo rth Longfe l l ow
often ack n ow l eged the day in his journ a l
and letters. Usually
t h e re was a party at
Mrs. Harrison Gray
O t i s ’s house in Bos-
ton or at the Craigie
House. Mrs.Otis’s
b i rt h d ay fell on the
same day as Wa s h-
i n g t o n’s, as did
James Russell Low-
e l l ’s, Andrew Crai-
g i e ’s, and Henrietta
Dana Skinner’s (the
daughter of R i ch -
a rd H. Dana Jr. ) .
The tradition con-
tinued thro u g h o u t
the early twe n t i e t h
c e n t u ry at the
Craigie House. On
Feb ru a ry , 

t h e re was a huge
nationwide celeb r a-
tion of the bicentennial of G e o rge Wa s h-
i n g t o n’s birth. Harry Dana, grandson of
H e n ry W. Longfe l l ow and resident of t h e
Craigie House, was on the local bicenten-
nial committee. He hosted a number of
special tours and events at Craigie House
in honor of G e o rge Washington. Th re e
years later , the National Bro a d c a s t i n g
C o m p a ny transmitted a special national
p ro gram on George Wa s h i n g t o n’s birt h d ay
from the House’s study.

One of the most ambitious commemo-
rative events ever to take place at the House
o c c u red on the occasion of C a m b r i d ge ’s

t e rc e n t e n n a ry: the staging on
the Longfellow House lawn in
    o f a three-act play writ-
ten by Harry Dana entitled
“ When Washington Came to
Cambridge.”

A tour- d e - fo rce complete
with songs, poetry, and dance,
D a n a ’s play opens with Jo h n
Vassall and his friends and rel-
a t ives at his new house on
“ To ry Row ” drinking a toast
to King George III while the
t ownspeople wa t ch thro u g h
the hedge and mock them.
When he learns that his

b ro t h e r- i n - l aw Lieutenant-Gove rnor Th o -
mas Oliver has been fo rced to resign, Va s-
sall and his family flee the house. Then “the
Revoluionists decide to ke ep the house as

H e a d - Q u a rters for their future
l e a d e r,” H a rry Dana wrote in his
playscript.

Act II port r ays Wa s h i n g t o n
taking command of the army,
M a rtha arr iving in Cambridge ,
and President Langdon of H a r-
va rd College reading a decl a r a-
tion from Congress on the taking
up of a rms. In Act III Wa s h i n g-
ton re t u rns from Dorch e s t e r
Heights to announce that the
British have evacuated Boston.
Fo l l owing an exuberant celeb r a-
tion, Harva rd College confers on
Washington an honorary degree.

The play seems to have been a
real community event with the
“ a c t o r s ” f rom the local commu-
nity and Harva rd Unive r s i t y
s t a ff. The cast also included two
o f H e n ry W. Longfe l l ow ’s and
Richard Henry Dana’s grandchil-

d ren: Harry Dana as Major John Va s s a l l
and Anne Th o rp as Mrs. John Va s s a l l .
Th e re we re over sixty cast members in all,
p l aying the roles of the Chro n i cl e r, the
Tories, ch i l d ren of Tories, To ny Va s s a l l
( N egro boy), the Minuet Dancers, Tow n s-
people, Harva rd College pro fessors, the
Continental Army, Wa s h i n g t o n’s re l a t ive s ,

ommemorations at the Longfellow House

and the Committee from Congress. Th e
program announced that the children in the
cast we re from the Cambridge Neighbor-
hood House, a settlement house. African-
Americans participated in the pro d u c t i o n
in roles as revolutionary-era blacks.

A c c o rding to the printed pro gr a m ,
H a rry Dana’s ex t r ava ganza was directed by
M r. Fre d e r i ck C. Pa ck a rd Jr. and Miss
Pauline Jones. Fo rt u n a t e ly, the complete
p l ayscript, cast list, pro gram, and photos
survive in the Longfellow House archives.

—Research by James M. Shea

Martha Washington’s arrival from“When Washington Came to Cambridge,” 

Mary King Longfellow as Nelly Custis (Martha
Washington’s granddaughter), 

Harry Dana, , in his great-great-
grandfather’s (Francis Dana’s) vest,

still in the House collection


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d i ffe rent quarters that my rep u t a t i o n
stands fa i r—that my conduct hitherto has
given universal satisfaction…

LHB: So to sum up the matter thus fa r …
G W: It is a great stake we are play i n g

for, and sure we are of winning if the cards
are well managed.

S o u rc e s : G e o rge Washington: Wr i t i n g s, ( Th e
Library of America, )

H e n ry Steele Commanger and Rich a rd B.
M o rris, eds., The Spirit of S eventy-six: The Story of
the American Revolution as told by Pa rt i c i p a n t s ( N e w
York: Da Capo Press, )

G e o rge Washington Papers, at the Library
of Congress

Washington Interview (continued frm page )

The Friends of the Longfe l l ow House
ge n e ro u s ly voted to purchase a gro u p

o f letters written to Rich a rd Henry Dana
J r. while he was on his trip around the
wo rld in     -  , wh i ch complement the
Dana collections already in the Longfellow
House archives. The letters were offered for
sale by a rare-book dealer from San Fr a n-
cisco at the Boston International Antiquar-
ian Book Fair in November .

I n cluded in this group of about twe n t y -
five letters are six letters from Dana’s wife ,
Sarah Watson Dana, and six from his fa t h e r,
R i ch a rd Henry Dana Sr. One of t h e
letters, dated November , 

is from eight-ye a r-old Rich a rd
H e n ry Dana III who tells his
papa that this is his fi r s t
attempt at letter writing
and “I have done it all
my s e l f.”This is pro b a bly
one of the “ t h ree letters
f rom Dick ” that Rich a rd
H e n ry Dana Jr. re c e ive d
on June ,  on his
o n e - d ay stopover in Singa-
p o re, and almost missed
re c e iv i n g !

R i ch a rd Henry Dana Jr. is
best known as the author of Two
Ye a rs Befo re the Mast. After dropping out of
H a rva rd College due to eyesight we a ke n e d
by measles, Dana, the son of a noted poe t ,
chose to travel as a common sailor on the
brig Pilgrim bound for Califo rnia in     .

From his journals of the voya ge, he wro t e
his famous book as a truthful prose narr a-
t ive, a marked dep a rt u re from Ro m a n t i c i s m
to Realism. Published in     , Two Ye a rs
B e fo re the Mast a ch i eved great popularity.

A b o a rd the Pilgrim, Dana was deep ly dis-
turbed by the captain’s fl o gging of the sailors,
and he re s o l ved to devote himself to doing
away with this cruel practice. He re t u rned to
H a rva rd in better health, and graduated fro m
H a rva rd Law School. After being admitted
to the bar, Dana often took up cases of s e a-
men against rich ship owners and merch a n t s .
He associated the fl o gging of sailors with the
whipping of s l aves, and after the passage of
the     F u g i t ive Slave Act, became invo l ve d
with the cases of s everal escaped slaves and
f u rther antagonized rich Boston cotton
m e rchants. While walking home after de-
fending fugitive slave Anthony Burns, Dana
was hit on the head by thugs.

In     Dana was advised by his doctor
to take a voya ge for his health. He decided

to retrace his steps to San Francisco and the
S a n dw i ch Islands (Hawaii) and from there
sail to China and Japan. Five days out of
p o rt his ship, The Mastiff, caught fi re and sank,
although all but one aboard we re re s c u e d .
When Dana re a ched Hawaii, there was no
ship bound for China, so he re t u rned to San
Francisco and booked passage for China
f rom there. He traveled via Hong Kong to
Canton, wh e re he was one of the first fo r-
eigners to enter the gates of the city.

From there he went to Japan and sent an
application to Townsend Harris, the U. S.

minister at Yedo [To k yo] for per-
mission to visit that city. By

t reaty Yedo was closed to
Americans or foreigners not

connected with the em-
b a s s y. Mr. Harris rep l i e d
with his regrets in a let-
ter that resides in the
House arch ives. After
f u rther travels in Ja p a n
and China, Dana wro t e
in his journal on June  ,

    : “ We s t wa rd and
Home bound at last!”
On June  th Dana arr ive d

in Singa p o re for one day, and
most like ly picked up the re c e n t ly

a c q u i red letters there. His journal entry
reads, “ … d r ive to Boustead & Co. to see if
my letters have been sent here fr. Calcutta,
as I directed. The junior partner says ‘ N o ’
p o s i t ive ly. Great disappointment. Let out
some of my gr i e f & surprise to the Senior,
who sends for the file, looks it over & fi n d s
a complete bu d get for me, fr. Calcutta, & I
sit right down & read them all—dates are
f r. Dec. to Feb. & fr. all the fa m i ly, & all are
a l ive & safe. Th ree letters fr. Dick ,—d e a r
little fe l l ow.”

Dana headed home via India and Egypt,
then on to Greece and Venice, thro u g h
S w i t z e rland and up the Rhine to Cologne.
He took a train to Antwerp, then a steamer
to London, arr iving on September th. In
London he found letters from home await-
ing him, the first he had re c e ived in six
months. On September th he boarded the
steamer Pe rs i a for New York and arr ived in
the U. S. on the  th. The last entry in his
j o u rnal of this trip reads: “ This day opens
in America—home. Been absent    d ay s ,
of wh. spent about  days on the water &
   on land. New York completes the cir-
cumnavigation of the globe!”

—Research by Anita Israel

Friends Acquire Richard Henry Dana Jr. Letters

Rehabilitation Update

If you walk by the Longfe l l ow National
Historic Site, wh i ch has been closed to

the public for about a year and a half, yo u
will see signs of the extensive rehabilitation
in pro gress. The project aims to improve
fire protection, security, and environmental
c o n t rol systems, collections storage, and
handicapped access.

B eginning this spring, the drive way wa s
exc avated to lay new utility lines and ge o -
t h e rmal heating system wells. Exterior
work will continue through early summer.
U p grades to building systems and storage
inside the House will take place over the
next year, and will be followed by the return
o f the collections. The   ,    ,    c o n t r a c t
was awa rded to Lumus Hahs Corp o r a t i o n
of Wakefield, Massachusetts

National Park Service staff spent many
months preparing for this project by pack-
ing and storing over , paper archives,
thousands of fine and decorative art ob-
jects, and   ,    books from the Longfe l-
l ow fa m i ly library. The Park Service used
this opportunity to assess the condition of
these items and determine which were most
in need of c o n s e rvation. Local conserva-
tors have alre a dy begun treatment on more
than a dozen pieces of f u rn i t u re, Ja p a n e s e
s c reens, and gilded frames, with more to
fo l l ow. The vital work is being funded
t h rough grants from the Fidelity Fo u n d a-
tion and the White House “Save America’s
Tre a s u re s ” p ro gram, as well as ge n e ro u s
gifts from private donors.

You can stay up-to-date on the re h a b i l i-
tation pro gress by visiting our Web site at: 

www.nps.gov/long
or E-mailing us at: f rl a _ l o n g fe l l o w@n p s. gov
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Danas in the Revolution

T wo members of the Dana family figured promi-
nently in the American Revolution, and a third

played a role in commemorating it.mn
R i ch a r d Dana (    -    ) was born in

C a m b r i d ge, graduated from Harva rd, and
became a rep re s e n t a t ive to the General
C o u rt of M a s s a chusetts from Marbl e h e a d
in     -   . He and his wife, Lydia Trow-
b r i d ge, moved to Charl e s t own about    

and from there to Boston in     wh e re he
remained until his death. Richard Dana was
an eminent lawyer, Justice of the Peace and
o f the Quorum, Magistrate, ardent patriot
and an original member of the Sons of
L i b e rt y. He was a leader in the town meet-
ings at the Old South Meeting House and
at Faneuil Hall wh e re he spoke out boldly
for American Independence. He was active
in the defeat of the Stamp Act and admin-
istered an oath of non-enforcement to An-
d rew Olive r, secre t a ry of the colony, under
the Liberty Tree. Dana signed the offi c i a l
re c o rd of that fact, thereby exposing him-
s e l f to ch a rges of t reason. He was on the
committee to inve s t i gate the Boston Mas-
s a c re. He and his wife had nine ch i l d re n ,
seven of whom survived. Their fourth child
was Francis Dana.

Francis Dana (    -    ) was a law ye r
and patriot. A member of the Sons of Lib-
e rty and married to Elizabeth Ellery, the
daughter of William Ellery of Rhode Is-
land who signed the Declaration of I n d e-
pendence, he took an active part in the
American Revolution and in American for-
eign diplomacy. On the eve of the revo l u-
tion, Francis carried secret letters to Britain
for Benjamin Franklin. Upon his re t u rn he
rep o rted to George Washington that re c-
onciliation was impossible. He was elected
to the Continental Congress in December
o f     and in Ja n u a ry     became ch a i r-
man of the congressional committee to
visit the army at Valley Fo rge. Th e re he
spent several months confe rring with
G e o rge Washington and helped him dev i s e
plans that we re submitted to Congre s s .
Later, he went with John Adams to procure
help for the United States from France and
Holland. In December of     Fr a n c i s
Dana was appointed minister to Russia to
gain recognition for the Americans fro m
Catherine the Great. John Adams’s fo u r-
t e e n - ye a r-old son, John Quincy Adams,
accompanied him as Dana’s private secre-
t a ry. Although Francis Dana spent two
years in St. Petersburg, the Empress Cathe-

Joined to the Longfe l l ows through the
m a rr i a ge of the poe t ’s daughter Edith to

R i ch a rd Henry Dana III, the Danas left
their substantial collection of fa m i ly history
to the Longfe l l ow House arch ives. This ye a r
the Northeast Museum Services Center will
complete a two - year project of c a t a l o g i n g
the Dana Family Pa p e rs: Collected Manuscripts,
G e n e a l o g i e s, and Re s e a rch Mat e r i a l s,     -     .

This arch ival collection was originally
compiled by Elizabeth Ellery Dana (    -

   ) and Henry Wa d swo rth Longfe l l ow
( H a rry) Dana (    -    ) from their re -
s e a rch into Dana fa m i ly history. Elizabeth
E l l e ry Dana became interested in ge n e a l o gy
at the age of nineteen and pursued this pas-
sion until her death at
the age of  . Collab-
orating with her ne-
phew Harry Dana,
she intended to pub-
lish a ge n e a l o gy called
“ The Dana Fa m i ly in
A m e r i c a .”

Their book, how-
eve r, remained unfi n-
ished at her death and
the responsibility fo r
completing it wa s
turned over to Harry
Dana. Two years la-
ter in    , Harry published The Dana Saga :
Th ree Centuries of Danas in Cambridge, but the
m o re compre h e n s ive work remained in-
complete when he died in    . Finally in
    H a rry ’s nep h e w, Henry Longfe l l ow
DeRahm, with the help of Thomas de Val-
court who acted as curator and librarian of
the Longfe l l ow House and its collections
after Harry ’s death, published The Dana
Family in America.

Not only did Elizabeth Dana corre-
spond with eve ry Dana she could find in
o rder to get genealogical info rmation, bu t
she also collected family history facts, pho-
tographs, and original manuscripts. Conse-
q u e n t ly, the collection of Dana papers in

the House arch ives is divided into two pri-
mary subcollections:

I. The Dana Family in America Records con-
sists of re c o rds generated in re s e a rch i n g
and writing the compre h e n s ive ge n e a l o gy,
i n cluding correspondence, notes and note-
books, genealogical questionnaires, ord e r s ,
p roofs, and an annotated copy of the pub-
lished work.

II. The Dana Family: Research and Col-
lected Manuscripts consists of re s e a rch
about specific fa m i ly members and occa-
s i o n a l ly their extended families. It is ar-
r a n ged, as is The Dana Family in A m e r i c a , i n t o
five individual series:

A. Rich a rd Dana (    -    ) and Fa m i ly
(the first of the Danas
to come to America
f rom England), fo l-
l owed by his sons and
their descendents; B.
Descendents of Ja c o b
Dana (    ⁄  -    ); C.
Descendents of Jo -
s eph Dana (    -

    ⁄    ); D. Descen-
dents of B e n j a m i n
Dana (    ⁄   ); and
E. Descendents of
Daniel Dana (    -

   ) .
Within each series the papers are ar-

r a n ged ch ro n o l o g i c a l ly by the birth date of
the Dana fa m i ly member, and there u n d e r
into two sections: Re s e a rch and Pe r s o n a l
Papers.  Re s e a rch includes notes, corre s p o n-
dence, photographs, photocopies and other
material collected by Elizabeth and/or
H a rry Dana relating to that individual. Pe r-
sonal Papers includes original documents
written, signed, or owned by the indiv i d u a l ,
m a ny of wh i ch we re purchased from dealers
by Harry Dana.

The finding aid includes an outline of
the collection listing the Dana family mem-
bers, as well as biographical notes and
genealogical charts.

Dana Papers Catalogued at House

rine refused to see him because she did not
want to alienate either Britain or Fr a n c e .
Upon his re t u rn Dana was re-elected to
C o n gress. In  he was appointed Ju d ge
o f the Massachusetts Supreme Court and
served as chief justice for fifteen years.

R i ch a r d Henry Dana Jr. (    -    ) ,
gre a t - grandson of R i ch a rd Dana was the
fe a t u red orator at the centennial celeb r a-
tion of the American Revolution in Lex-

ington in April of    . He was well know n
because of the speech he delive red at that
event. According to a letter in the Dana
collection at the Longfe l l ow House ar-
ch ives from a lady artist, her milkman,
while waiting to be paid, saw the port r a i t
she had painted of R i ch a rd Henry Dana
J r. When asked if he recognized the man,
he exclaimed, “ O f course, that’s the Lex-
ington orator.”

Three Richard Henry Danas: (l. to r.) Sr., III, and Jr.
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Recent Discoveries in the House
While exc avating for new utility lines on the west side of the House, a bricke d - ove r-
cellar doorway was discove red below the fo rmal west entrance of the addition built by
Craigie in the    s. A brick pavement leading up to the doorway at the same eleva t i o n
as the present cellar floor was also unearthed. This passage way provided access to the
cellar via a ramp or stairs and would have been hidden from view by the porch to the
first floor entrance. Fill soil outside this entrance revealed a one-cent piece dated    .

l
Under the drive way two small trash deposits contained numerous pieces of l o c a l ly
made eart h e n wa re or re dwa re rep resenting a large milkpan, jar, and fl owe rpot, and
the complete base of a Chinese export porcelain plate. The second deposit consisted
of a layer of dark soil with broken wine-bottle glass. Neck and base fragments indi-
cate bottle fo rms in common use during the second half o f the eighteenth century.
A c c o m p a nying the glass we re pieces of re dwa re, English cre a m wa re, and bone frag-
ments. This deposit dates somewh e re within Va s s a l l ’s and Craigie’s occupation of
the House or possibly during Wa s h i n g t o n’s (    -  ). Wa s h i n g t o n’s accounts reve a l
that a total of    bottles of Madeira wine we re purchased in one two - week period
for the headquarters. (See photo below.)

l
Tre n ching has also revealed the site’s history through its soils. The ground surfa c e

p resent at the time of Va s s a l l ’s original construction appears as a dark brown laye r
a p p rox i m a t e ly three feet below the present west ya rd surface. On top of this layer is
soil that was pro b a bly deposited when the cellar for the north addition was exc ava t e d
during Craigie’s tenure in the    s. Eighteenth-century art i facts we re found in this
l aye r—i n cluding ceramics, glass, nails, and bone fragments from past meals .

Longfellow House in Print
In American A rt Rev i e w ’s “Eastman Jo h n s o n ,
    -     ,” Th e resa A. Carbone incl u d e s
i n fo rmation on thirteen portraits commis-
sioned by Henry W. Longfe l l ow wh i ch are
all at the Longfe l l ow NHS. Four of t h e s e
p o rtraits are traveling with the Eastman
Johnson re t ro s p e c t ive organized by the
Brooklyn Museum of Art.

l
This September the Library of A m e r i c a
will publish Henry Wadsworth Longfellow: Poems
and Other Wo rk s, edited by J. D. McClathy.
This will be the most compre h e n s ive vo l-
ume of L o n g fe l l ow ’s works ava i l a ble in the
past twenty-five years.

l
M a rtha Bro o kes Hutch e s o n’s     book Th e
Spirit of the Garden has been reprinted by the
L i b r a ry of American Landscape History. I t
includes photographs of the Craigie House
garden from that time.

l
In the March     New England Quart e rl y, a
fe a t u re art i cle by Matthew Gartner called
“ L o n g fe l l ow ’s Place: The Poet and Poe t ry
o f Craigie House” describes how the
House inspired Henry Wa d swo rth Long-
fellow’s poetry.

l
Daniel G. Donoghue in H a r v a rd Maga z i n e ’s
M a rch / April     issue wites:“Seamus
Heaney is not the first Harva rd pro fe s s o r
to translate Beowolf. In fact one of the ear-
liest was attempted by Henry Wa d swo rt h
L o n g fe l l ow, LL.D.,    , who as a pro fe s-
sor of Romance languages in     p u b-
lished a few dozen lines in the N o rth A m e r i-
can Rev i e w within a long art i cle on Angl o -
S a xon Literature .”The art i cle, “ B e owo l f i n
the Ya rd: Longfe l l ow, Alfred, Heaney,” a l s o
i n cludes a picture of and info rmation on
Longfellow.

l
In March the Massachusetts Historical
Society reprinted Paul Revere: Three Accounts of
His Famous Ride (one of wh i ch is Longfe l-
l ow ’s poe m ) with an introduction by Ed-
mund S. Morgan and fine illustrations.

l
The premier issue of the new annual M a s s a-
chusetts Historical Rev i e w,     , contains an art i-
cle entitled “ The Hinge of the American
Revolution: George Washington Confro n t s
a Pe o p l e ’s Army ” by Fred W. Anderson.

l
The Old House Jo u rnal ( Feb ru a ry    ) in an
a rt i cle on Georgian Colonial houses sugge s t s
the Longfe l l ow House as a place to visit 

To A Child
L o n g fe l l ow ’s     p oem “ To a

C h i l d ” i n cludes a moving medita-
tion on Wa s h i n g t o n’s cares within
the walls of Vassall House during
the first months of the Revo l u t i o n-
ary War.

Once, ah once, within these walls,
One whom memory oft recalls,
The Father of his Country, dwelt.
And yonder meadows broad and damp
The fires of the besieging camp
Encircled with a burning belt.

Up and down these echoing stairs,
Heavy with the weight of cares,
Sounded his majestic tread;
Yes, within this very room
Sat he in those hours of gloom
Weary both in heart and head.

Th i rty years later, on August   ,

    , the poet used these lines to
commemorate the one-hundre d t h
a n n ive r s a ry of Wa s h i n g t o n’s Cam-
b r i d ge period.

Longfellow’s Ancestor
in the Revolution

While growing up in Maine, Henry
Wa d swo rth Longfe l l ow often heard

stories from his maternal grandfather, Cap-
tain PelegWadsworth (    -    ), who had
p l ayed an important role in the American
Revolution. Wa d swo rth ach i eved re c o g n i-
tion as the officer who designed and super-
vised the construction of the fo rt i f c a t i o n s
on Boston’s Dorchester Heights, wh i ch led
to the defeat of the British troops and their
evacuation from Boston. He later became a
general under Wa s h i n g t o n’s command and
was re s p o n s i ble for the whole district of
Maine, wh i ch at the time also incl u d e d
Massachusetts.

Recent archaeological finds during rehabilitation
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eUpcoming Events f
Walking Tours : June  -October   , Wed. through Sat.,  .. “ Footprints on the Sands
of Time: Longfellow’s Cambridge.” Meet at the Longfellow National Historic Site.
S a t u rd ays, : .. “ G e o rge Washington in Cambridge .” Meet at the info rm a t i o n
booth in Harvard Square, just outside the MBTA Red Line subway entrance.

mn
Revolutionary Cambridge Disco very Day (Partial) Schedule of Events, July , 

-: .. Opening ceremony at Fort Washington Park, the only surviving site of the
patriot defenses in Cambridge. Flag raising, poetry reading, fife and drum music.
 :   -   :    .  . Walk from Fo rt Washington Park along Putnam Avenue, stopping at
site of Revolutionary War Fort No.  ( Putnam Ave.).
  :    .  . M a rchers arr ive at Wa d swo rth House to meet General Washington and
escort him to Cambridge Common, site of encampment.
  .  .- .  . E vents on Cambridge Common, including First Middlesex Reg i m e n t
encampment, musket fi r i n g, tent for ch i l d ren. Christ Church and Old Burying Gro u n d
open with interp reters on site. Hooper- L e e - N i chols House (Brattle Street) activ i t i e s :
th Regiment of Foot Soldiers; reading by Judith Sargent Murr ay,  th century wo m a n
( p e r fo rmance by Bonnie Smith); story of B a roness Riedesel (Claus deBansa, interp re t e r ) .
 :   -  :   .. “In the Fo o t s t eps of Washington: A Walking To u r.” Meet at Longfe l l ow
National Historic Site,  Brattle Street.
 - .. “Music of Wa s h i n g t o n’s Day.” C o n c e rt featuring musicians from Longy
School of Music. At Longfellow National Historic Site,  Brattle Street.

mn
Ju ly  : L o n g fe l l o w Summer F e s t ival Fa m i ly Day . Noon- .. A c t ivities for all age s .
Program includes poetry reading by X.J. Kennedy, garden painting, conversations with
children’s book author and illustrator, Eva Deutsch Costabel, and the Armenian Chil-
dren’s Chorus of Greater Boston.
July : Longfellow Summer Festi val Garden Concer t.  .. The Apple Hill Cham-
ber Players perfo rm Beethove n’s “ G h o s t ”Tr i o, Moz a rt ’s Flute Quartet in D Minor,
and Shubert’s “The Trout.”
Ju ly   : L o n g fe l l ow Summer F e s t ival of Poe t r y on the Law n.   .  . Works and com-
m e n t a ry by F. D. Re eve, Lloyd Sch wa rtz, and Diana der Hova n e s s i a n .
July : Longfellow Summer Festi val Garden Concert.  .. A performance of clas-
sical music by the Boston Saxophone Quartet featuring works by Bach, Debussy, Dvo-
rak, Mozart, Puccini, and Poulenc.

All Summer Fe s t ival events are on the east lawn of the Longfellow House and are free and open to all.

The Longfe l l ow House re c e n t ly cele-
brated the memory of Stanley Pa t e r-

s o n—a founding member of the Friends of
the Longfe l l ow House and author of t wo
volumes of annotated transcriptions of
L o n g fe l l ow's diaries—with a lecture and the
awa rding of the first Paterson Fe l l ow s h i p.
On Sunday Feb ru a ry   , the Friends and the
Nahant Historical Society came together at
the Nahant Country Club for a lecture by
William Fow l e r, Director of the Massach u-
setts Historical Society and maritime histo-
rian, entitled, "Washington by Land and by
Sea." His talk ex p l o red the era of G e o rge
Washington at the onset of the Revo l u t i o n-
a ry War in recognition of this 225th anni-
ve r s a ry. This was the first in an ongo i n g
series of annual lectures honoring Stanley
Paterson, who was also the long time pre s i-

Thematic Connections
Workshop

On March   and   rep re s e n t a t ive s
f rom the seventeen National Park Ser-

vice sites in New England ga t h e red to dis-
cuss the themes and untold stories that link
their sites. Th rough lectures and discussions
the group identified what stories emerge
when we expose thematic links among dif-
fe rent sites. Pa rticipants considered how
these links help people understand each
s i t e ’s significance, and how this awa rness of
thematic ties and larger stories benefits pub-
lic appreciation of National Pa r k s .

The workshop was moderated by Na-
tional Park Service historican Dwight Pit-
caithley and fe a t u red a keynote talk by Ed-
wa rd T. Linenthal, author of H i s t o ry Wa rs: Th e
Enola Gay and Other Battles for the American Pa s t .
In “ The Pro blems and Promises of P u bl i c
H i s t o ry,” Linenthal looked at the role of
historic sites in fo rming America’s collec-
t ive memory, and how sites such as Little
B i g h o rn and Harp e r ’s Fe rry become battle-
grounds between history and heritage .

The audience attended a panel discus-
sion of model theme-based collaborative
p ro grams underway in the Boston are a .
Small group discussions ex p l o red stories
and themes curre n t ly interp reted at New
E n gland sites and sought new connections
and partnerships.

Most of the Longfe l l ow House staff
p a rticipated in this wo r k s h o p. This was a
great opportunity to explain the House’s
d iverse collections to the other sites—c o l-
lections related to Wa s h i n g t o n’s Headquar-
ters, Charles Sumner’s writings on abolition,
L o n g fe l l ow ’s poems about New Engl a n d
sites and fi g u res such as Paul Reve re and
E va n geline. As a result, during Pa t r i o t s ’
Week, Longfe l l ow interp reters wo r ked with
Boston National Historical Park, the Pa u l
Reve re House, and the Old North Church
on a reenactment of Paul Reve re ’s cro s s i n g
f rom the North End to Charl e s t own, and
with Minute Man National Historical Pa r k
on a reading of “ Paul Reve re ’s Ride” at the
site of his capture .

Stanley Paterson Lecture and Fellowship
dent of the Nahant Historical Society.

G re t chen A. Adams re c e ived the fi r s t -
ever Paterson Fe l l ow s h i p, created by the
Friends as part of their mission to promote
research and scholarship related to the Vas-
s a l l - C r a i g i e - L o n g fe l l ow House and its oc-
cupants. Ms. Adams is working on her doc-
torate in history at the University of N e w
Hampshire. Her thesis titled “The Specter
o f Salem in American Culture ” ex p l o re s
h ow the Salem witch trials became an
i m p o rtant cultural metaphor, and incl u d e s
a look at Longfe l l ow as a “major fo rce in
the perpetuation of a New Engl a n d - c e n-
t e red telling of the nation's past.” She has
used the Longfe l l ow House arch ives to
re s e a rch “HWL and his circl e ” and pro -
mises to share the results of her re s e a rch
with the Friends in the near future.

Henry W. Longfellow’s Journal,
October , :

A stra n ger called today, to see Wa s h i n g t o n’s
H e a d q u a rt e rs. He asked me if S h a ke s p e a re
did not live somewh e re about here. I told him
I knew no such person in the neighborhood.



Spotlight on an Object

In each issue of the newsletter, we fo c u s
on a particular object of i n t e rest in the

L o n g fe l l ow House collection.
This time our spotlight shines on a

revo l u t i o n a ry bayonet wh i ch was fo u n d
in the Longfe l l ow ga rden. The original
news story appeared in the March   ,

 Boston Post and ran as follows:
Recent ex a m i n ation by a fi re a rms ex p e rt of

a bayonet dug up from a ga rden of the Henry
Wa d swo rth Longfellow home…has revealed that
the bayonet was used in the revolution and pro b-
ably belonged to a sentinel when George Washing-
ton made the house his headquart e rs, according to
H.W.L. Dana, Longfellow’s grandson.

The bayonet was found some time ago by a
gardener and turned over to Mr. Dana, who kept
it at his home at    B rattle Street, Cambridge.
Although realizing that it was of historic signifi-
c a n c e, Mr. Dana said that it was only re c e n t l y
that he had attempted to have its origin traced.

A fi re a rms ex p e rt, after studying its design
and the quality of its material, gave his opinion
that it was a French bayonet, brought to this coun-
t ry by a soldier during the Fre n ch and Indian
w a rs. Lat e r, he said that it fell into the hands of
revo l u t i o n a ry soldiers, as did a gre at quantity of
French military equipment.

Join us as a Friend and help support an international collection of
Fine & D e c o rat ive A rt s, Ra re Books, Letters, and Historic Photogra p h s

representing three centuries of American History…

✂

Make checks payable to:
Friends of the Longfellow House

 Brattle Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

For more information, call ⁽⁾ -.

Name
Address
City
State                                                   Zip
Telephone
Special area(s) of interest in the Longfellow House:

❑ I would like someone to call me about volunteer opportunities.
Contributions are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.

Friends of the Longfellow House
 Brattle Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

❑ $1000 Benefactor ❑ $100 Supporter
❑ $ 750 Donor ❑ $ 60 Contributor
❑ $ 500 Patron ❑ $ 30 Family
❑ $ 250 Sponsor ❑ $ 20 Individual

❑ $ 15    Student


